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The S4 Curriculum  
 
All pupils in S5 and S6 will follow the curriculum shown below:  

• 7 subjects/qualifications, including Maths and English for everyone  
• 4 periods per week in each certified subject.  
• National 3, 4 or 5 for most  
• Core PE   
• Core RME   
• Personal and Social Education   

   

Typical Progression Routes  
Teachers will have made recommendations for S4 level of study in their subject. You can view this in 
your most recent S3 tracking report. Generally, our recommendations for progression into courses in 
S4 are:  

• Achieving level 4 by the end of S3 → National 5  
• Achieving level 3 and working through level 4 by end of S3 → National 4  
• Achieving level 2 and working through level 3 by end of S3 → National 3  

In certain unique circumstances, we will also allow young people the opportunity to sit a Higher 
qualification a year early in S4. Please speak to Mr Colquhoun in first instance if this is something you 
wish to explore.  
   

Options – Key Dates for S3 into S4  
  

January 19th  Introduction to options and ‘First Trawl’  

February 6th  Options Trawl Form due for return  

February 9th  Parents Information Session  

February 23rd   Options Form due out  

February 26th   S3 Parents’ Evening  

2nd– 6th March  
S3 Individual pupil interviews based on column structure – parents are 

welcome to attend  

7th March  S3 into S4 signed Finalised Option Forms returned to school  

 

Advice for Pupils  
 
Moving into S4: Making the Right Choices  
S4 marks the beginning of your Senior Phase, where your subject choices and approach to learning 
will shape your future options. It’s important to think carefully about what subjects you want to take 
and what you hope to achieve by the end of the year.  
  
Thinking About the Future  
Even though you may not have decided on a specific career yet, it’s useful to start considering your 
options. Some jobs, apprenticeships, college courses, and university degrees require certain 
qualifications, so researching these early can help guide your choices. Entry requirements can 
change, so check the most up-to-date information through the school website at 
www.moffat.dumgal.sch.uk under “Pupil Option Choices.”  
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Choosing the Right Subjects and Levels  
Your S4 subject choices should reflect your strengths and interests. Think about:  

• Your S3 progress: How well have you done in each subject so far? Your teachers can advise 
you on the best level to study in S4.  
• Realistic expectations: National 5 courses require a strong foundation from S3. If a subject 
has been challenging, consider whether National 5 is the right level or if National 4 might be 
more appropriate.  
• Flexibility: If your results in S4 are better or worse than expected, there may be an 
opportunity to adjust your subjects or levels in August.  

  
What to Expect in S4  
S4 is a step up from S3, with a greater focus on formal qualifications. You’ll be working towards 
National 4 or National 5 courses in most of your subjects. This means:  

• More assessments and coursework throughout the year.  
• Prelims (practice exams) to help prepare for final assessments.  
• A greater expectation for independent study, revision, and homework.  

It’s important to stay organised, ask for help when needed, and take responsibility for your learning.  
  
  
Staying on Track  
Your attendance, effort, and attitude will play a big part in your success. To do well in S4, you 
should:  

• Attend school regularly and be on time.  
• Keep up with classwork, homework, and revision.  
• Follow school expectations, including behaviour and uniform policies.  

  
Getting Support and Advice  
If you’re unsure about your choices, speak to your subject teachers, Pupil Support staff, Senior 
Leadership Team or Careers Advisers. They can help you think about your options and what’s best 
for your future.  
S4 is a big step, but with the right approach, it can set you up for success in the years ahead.  
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The S5/S6 Curriculum   
   
All pupils in S5 and S6 will follow the curriculum shown below:   

• 3 – 5  subject choices (3 minimum for S6 and 5 minimum for S5)  
• Core PE    
• Core RME    
• Study Periods   
• Personal and Social Education    

    

Typical Progression Routes   
    
    

Results in S4   S5   S6   

High National 5 Pass  Higher  Advanced Higher  

Low N5 pass or National 4 Pass  National 5  Higher  

National 3 Pass  National 4  National 5  

   
    

S4 and S5 Options – Key Dates   
   

25th February   Parents Information Session   

w/b 2nd March   S4, S5 and S6 Reports sent home   

9th March  Parents’ Consultation Evening   

12th - 18th March  
Individual pupil interviews based on column structure – parents are 

welcome to attend   

20th March  Finalised Option Forms returned to school   

   
   

Advice for Pupils   
  

Do you want to go to college or University? 

What do you want to do once you leave school? It is important to check qualifications required to 
follow a particular career or university / college course. Do your homework and remember that 
universities often change requirements from one year to the next as demand changes.  Sometimes 
what is stated as the minimum requirements for a course may not be enough. To check current 
entry requirements—go to school website www.moffat.dumgal.sch.uk then follow the link under 
“Pupil Option Choices” to the Scottish Guide.    
  

What is your potential? 

What are this year’s results likely to be? There is no point in embarking on Higher courses if you are 
not going to pass N5 in that subject in S4. Prelim results and advice from your teachers should give 
you a clear steer as to the most appropriate level for you. When you choose subjects, staff will be 
asked to agree that the level chosen is realistic for you.  If you start courses in June and then results 
are better / worse than expected you will need to come in to school in August to review your 
choices.   
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What benefits are there in coming back?  
It is important that you are sure that you have thought about why you are coming back. For most 
this is a definite choice – you can leave after S4 if you are 16 by 30 Sept. 2015.  There are other 
options – looking for a job / trying to get on to a modern apprentice course, or applying for a college 
course. Don’t just come back because your friends are and you feel comfortable here!   
  

What experiences can we offer at Moffat Academy?    
S5 is mainly about improving the number and level of qualifications you have.   Qualifications are 
vital if you want to go on to university and for some college courses too. Most jobs will want some 
qualification in subjects like English and Maths. There will also be opportunities to develop skills and 
to undertake some voluntary work in S5 but most of your time you will be in formal classes.   
  

How committed to school life are you?     
All the rules and expectations you are used to in S4 still apply.  For example   - being in on time/ good 
attendance /meeting homework requirements /conforming to school uniform etc. . All senior pupils 
have to agree to these rules in the senior contract. If you do not keep to these you can be asked to 
leave.    
  
Prefect Duties and Whole School Involvement  
  
All S5 and S6 pupils will also be expected to participate in a proportionate amount of prefect 
duties/whole school involvement as part of their allocation of study periods. This participation is 
seen as key to providing leadership opportunities to all, setting good examples to our S1-S4 cohort, 
and maintaining excellent standards within our Senior Phase.  
  

What are your alternatives?    
If you are in any doubt it is important to speak to school staff and to careers staff. If you are thinking 
about college you should be applying now as places fill up fast.  

  

  



7 | P a g e  

 

Personal and Social Development 
 
All S5/6 students are involved in the Personal and Social Development programme which is delivered 
during the first half hour of each day, excepting every second Tuesday when there is a whole school 
assembly, every second Thursday when there is an S5/S6 assembly and Fridays when S5/6 are 
involved in subject study. 
 
Some aspects of Personal and Social Education however, are developed within subject areas, e.g. 
P.E. or less formally by extra-curricular activities, e.g. clubs, musical events, visits, weekend camps, 
Enterprise Activities, and by the overall school ethos. 
 
The S5/S6 programme has been designed to build on the S1-4 programme, and S5/6 students are 
consulted on content.  The emphasis is on preparing students for further education, the world of 
work and their future in the community. 
 
The following topics will be covered: 

(a) Study Skills   (f)  Health & Welfare 

(b) Interview Techniques (g)  Money Management 

(c) Careers Education  (h)  Industry Links 

(d) Moral Dilemmas  (i)   Community Involvement 

(e) Equal Opportunities  (j)   Student Life Skills 
 

There will be a number of outside speakers including professional and business people where 
possible.  Students will also be encouraged to take part in Careers Conventions and visits to 
University and College Open Days.  Throughout the course the aim will be to maximise student 
participation and develop and enhance skills which will allow them to participate fully in an ever-
changing society. 
 
Students will be actively encouraged to take part in a residential stay, work within the community, 
work shadowing and enterprise activities. 
 

 

 

 

 

  



8 | P a g e  

 

Faculty of Languages, Literacy, Expressive Arts, Business 

Education and Physical Education. 

Faculty Head – Miss E McNaughton 

 

English  
Miss McNaughton & Mr McPhee 
Level - National Four  

Entry Requirements – BGE English Level 3/ National Three English or equivalent  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

This Course is made up of four mandatory Units: 

• English: Analysis and Evaluation (National 4) 

• English: Creation and Production (National 4) 

• Literacy (National 4) 

• Added Value Unit: English Assignment (National 4) 

There is no exam for this course; all evidence is collated and assessed on a pass/fail basis in-centres. 

To achieve the National 4 English Course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including the 

Added Value Unit. 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on the learning and teaching from BGE English, and can 

provide learners with a natural stepping stone towards National Five English (if they 

choose to pursue English further). The Course provides flexibility, personalisation and 

choice to enable learners to achieve in different ways and at different paces, and is 

designed to be accessible. 

In particular, the course will build on the development of the skills of listening, talking, 

reading and writing in order to understand and use language. Through study of this course, 

you will: 

• listen, talk, read and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

• understand, analyse and evaluate texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience in 

the contexts of literature, language and media 

• create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

• plan and research, integrating and applying language skills as appropriate to 

purpose, audience and context  

• apply knowledge of language 
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Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each of the four mandatory units is provided 

below, all of which include the four language skills of listening, talking, reading and writing. 

 

English: Analysis and Evaluation (National 4) 

The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop listening and reading 

skills in the contexts of literature, language and media. Learners develop the skills needed to 

understand, analyse and evaluate straightforward texts. 

English: Creation and Production (National 4) 

The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop talking and writing 

skills in familiar contexts. Learners develop the skills needed to create and produce straightforward 

texts in both written and oral forms. 

Literacy (National 4) 

The purpose of this Unit is to develop the learners’ reading, writing, listening and talking skills in a 

variety of forms relevant for learning, life and work. Learners develop the ability to understand 

straightforward ideas and information presented orally and in writing. Learners also develop the 

ability to communicate ideas and information orally and in writing with technical accuracy. 

Added Value Unit: English Assignment (National 4) 

The purpose of this Added Value Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to apply their 

language skills to investigate and report on a chosen topic. This assignment will allow the learner to 

demonstrate challenge and application. 

Homework 

Homework is an integral part of the National Four English course. This will include, but is not limited 

to, completion of: 

• comprehension based activities 

• listening activities 

• extended writing 

• analysis work 

• group and/or paired work 

•  

Throughout the year, there is an expectation that National Four students work regularly on their 

Added Value Unit too. 
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English 

Miss McNaughton & Mr McPhee 
Level - National Five 

Entry Requirements – BGE English Level 4/ National 4 English or equivalent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The course is broken into four sections: 

• Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation Paper (RUAE) – worth 30% of overall 

grade 

• Critical Reading Paper – worth 40% of overall grade 

• Portfolio – worth 30% of overall grade 

• Performance and Spoken Language Unit (pass/fail) 

 

Three of these components will be externally assessed: RUAE, Critical Reading and Portfolio. The 

Performance and Spoken Language Unit is assessed in-centre. 

The Portfolio will be collated over the course of the year, and will be sent to the SQA prior to the 

examination diet. 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the assessed elements of the course can be found below, all of which 

support the development of the four language skills of listening, talking, reading and writing. 

 

Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation Paper (30%)  

The purpose of this question paper is to assess candidates’ application of their reading skills in the 

challenging context of unseen material and a limited time. 30 marks (30% of the total mark) are 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on the learning and teaching from BGE English/ National Four 

English, and can provide learners with a natural stepping stone towards Higher English (if 

they choose to pursue English further). 

In particular, the course aims to enable candidates to develop the ability to: 

• read, write, talk and listen, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

• understand, analyse and evaluate texts, including Scottish texts, in the contexts of 

literature, language and/or the media 

• create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context, through 

the application of their knowledge and understanding of language 
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awarded for applying reading skills in understanding, analysis and evaluation to questions on one 

passage – an unseen non-fiction text. This question paper has one section.  

You will get 1 hour to complete this paper in the exam. This paper is set and marked by the SQA. 

Critical Reading Paper (40%) 

The purpose of this question paper is to assess the application of candidates’ critical reading skills 

and their knowledge and understanding of previously-studied literary, media or language texts, 

including the work of at least one Scottish writer from the prescribed list. . This paper is worth 40 

marks overall. 

This question paper has two sections. 

• Critical Essay (worth 20 marks) – you will study one critical essay text – from the genres of 

drama, prose, poetry, film and TV drama, and language – over the course of this year. You 

will practice comprehension, analysis and essay writing, and will be expected to write one 

essay in the exam about this text. 

 

• Scottish Text (worth 20 marks) – you will study a range of Scottish texts over the course of 

the year from one specific genre. In the exam, you will be given an extract from one of these 

texts, and will be required to answer textual analysis questions in response to them.  

 
You will get 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. You should aim to give 

yourself 45 minutes per section to ensure the best chance of success. This paper is set and marked 

by the SQA. 

Portfolio (30%) 

The purpose of this portfolio–writing is to provide evidence of candidates’ writing skills in two 

disciplines. As such, you will write two essays over the course of the year.  

• One broadly discursive essay, worth 15 marks.  

• One broadly creative essay, worth 15 marks.  

 

The writing of these essays will predominantly be completed out with class time, and will comprise 

ongoing homework for National Five candidates. You as the candidate will produce the portfolio 

independently, but your teacher or lecturer will support you in over the course of the writing 

process. Your portfolio is submitted to the SQA for external marking. 

Performance and Spoken Language Unit (achieved/not achieved) 

The purpose of this performance–spoken language is to provide evidence of the candidates’ skills in 

talking and listening. This must be completed prior to the exam diet. You must pass this unit in order 

to sit SQA examination in English. This will be completed in-class, and will be assessed in centre. 

In this assessment candidates have to do at least one of the following spoken language activities:  

• Take part in a group discussion, or discussion-based activity, to which they contribute 

relevant ideas, opinions, or information, using detailed language. Candidates must take 

account of the contributions of others and stay focused on the topic or task. 
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• Prepare and present a presentation. The presentation must be detailed in content, and must 

be structured in a clear and relevant way. Candidates must answer questions from the 

audience at some point in the presentation. 

 

 

Homework 

Over the course of the year, you will be tasked with completing various RUAE tasks at home. In 

addition, you will be expected to complete Scottish Text and Critical Essay work, both 

comprehension and analysis based. Throughout the year, the expectation is that you continue to 

work on your portfolio essays. Deadlines will be provided throughout the year to ensure you are    

on-track. 
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English  
Miss McNaughton & Mr McPhee 
Level – Higher  

Entry Requirements – National Five English, Grade B-pass or above (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The course is broken into four sections: 

• Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation Paper (RUAE) – worth 30% of overall 

grade 

• Critical Reading Paper – worth 40% of overall grade 

• Portfolio – worth 30% of overall grade 

• Performance and Spoken Language Unit (pass/fail) 

 

Three of these components will be externally assessed: RUAE, Critical Reading and Portfolio. The 

Performance and Spoken Language Unit is assessed in-centre. 

The Portfolio will be collated over the course of the year, and will be sent to the SQA prior to the 

examination diet. 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the assessed elements of the course can be found below, all of which 

support the development of the four language skills of listening, talking, reading and writing. 

Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation Paper (30%)  

The purpose of this question paper is to assess candidates’ application of their reading skills in the 

challenging context of unseen material and a limited time. 30 marks (30% of the total mark) are 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on the learning and teaching from National Five English, and 

can provide learners with a natural stepping stone towards Advanced Higher English (if they 

choose to pursue English further). 

In particular, the course aims to enable candidates to develop the ability to: 

• read, write, talk and listen in detailed and complex contexts, as appropriate to 

purpose and audience. 

• understand, analyse and evaluate detailed and complex texts, including Scottish 

texts, in the contexts of literature, language and the media. 

• create and produce written texts and spoken language, as appropriate to purpose, 

audience and context, through the application of knowledge and understanding of 

detailed and complex language. 
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awarded for applying reading skills in understanding, analysis and evaluation to questions on two 

passages – both unseen non-fiction texts. This question paper has one section.  

You will get 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. This paper is set and marked 

by the SQA. 

 

Critical Reading Paper (40%) 

The purpose of this question paper is to assess the application of candidates’ critical reading skills 

and their knowledge and understanding of previously-studied literary, media or language texts, 

including the work of at least one Scottish writer from the prescribed list. This paper is worth 40 

marks overall. 

This question paper has two sections. 

• Critical Essay (worth 20 marks) – you will study one critical essay text – from the genres of 

drama, prose, poetry, film and TV drama, and language – over the course of this year. You 

will practice comprehension, analysis and essay writing, and will be expected to write one 

essay in the exam about this text. 

• Scottish Text (worth 20 marks) – you will study a range of Scottish texts over the course of 

the year from one specific genre. In the exam, you will be given an extract from one of these 

texts, and will be required to answer textual analysis questions in response to them.  

You will get 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. You should aim to give 

yourself 45 minutes per section to ensure the best chance of success. This paper is set and marked 

by the SQA. 

Portfolio (30%) 

The purpose of this portfolio–writing is to provide evidence of candidates’ writing skills in two 

disciplines. As such, you will write two essays over the course of the year.  

• One broadly discursive essay, worth 15 marks.  

• One broadly creative essay, worth 15 marks.  

The writing of these essays will predominantly be completed out with class time, and will comprise 

ongoing homework for Higher candidates. You, as the candidate, will produce the portfolio 

independently, but your teacher or lecturer will support you in over the course of the writing 

process. Your portfolio is submitted to the SQA for external marking. 

Performance and Spoken Language Unit (achieved/not achieved) 

The purpose of this performance–spoken language is to provide evidence of the candidates’ skills in 

talking and listening. This must be completed prior to the exam diet. You must pass this unit in order 

to sit SQA examination in English. This will be completed in-class, and will be assessed in centre. 

There are four aspects to the spoken language performance, and candidates must achieve them all. 

These are that the candidate:  

• employs relevant detailed and complex ideas and/or information using a structure 

appropriate to purpose and audience 

• communicates meaning effectively through the selection and use of detailed and complex 

spoken language 
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• uses aspects of non-verbal communication  

• demonstrates listening skills by responding to detailed and complex spoken language. 

 

 

In this assessment candidates have to do at least one of the following spoken language activities:  

• Take part in a group discussion, or discussion-based activity, to which they contribute 

relevant ideas, opinions, or information, using detailed and complex language. Candidates 

must take account of the contributions of others and stay focused on the topic or task. 

• Prepare and present a presentation. The presentation must be detailed and complex in 

content, and must be structured in a clear and relevant way. Candidates must answer 

questions from the audience at some point in the presentation. 

 

Homework 

Over the course of the year, you will be tasked with completing various RUAE tasks at home. In 

addition, you will be expected to complete Scottish Text and Critical Essay work, both 

comprehension and analysis based. Throughout the year, the expectation is that you continue to 

work on your portfolio essays. Deadlines will be provided throughout the year to ensure you are on-

track. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 | P a g e  

 

English 
Miss McNaughton & Mr McPhee 
Level – Advanced Higher 

Entry Requirements – Higher English, Grade B-pass or above (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The course is broken down into four sections: 

• Literary Study – worth 20% of your overall grade 

• Textual Analysis – worth 20% of your overall grade 

• Portfolio – worth 30% of your overall grade 

• Dissertation – worth 30% of your overall grade 

You will sit two exams for this course: Literary Study and Textual Analysis.  

Both the Dissertation and Portfolio are worked on throughout the year and submitted to the SQA for 

external assessment. 

Assessment Description 

Literary Study (20%) 

This question paper assesses candidates’ application of their critical reading skills and their 

knowledge and understanding of previously-studied literary texts. The question paper has a total 

mark allocation of 20 marks, thus comprising 20% of the overall marks for the course assessment. 

You will study a range of works from at least one literary study author/ poet/ dramatist (though 

often will study works from two), and will develop your ability to write essays in response to exam-

style questions. In the exam, you will write one comparative essay. 

You will get 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. This paper is set and marked 

by the SQA. 

Aims: 

The course provides candidates with the opportunity to develop the skills of reading, 

writing, talking and listening in the context of complex and sophisticated literature and 

language. The main aims of the course are to enable candidates to develop the ability to: 

• read, write, talk and listen in complex and sophisticated contexts, as appropriate to 

purpose and audience  

• understand, analyse, evaluate, and make connections between complex and 

sophisticated literary texts 

• create and produce written texts as appropriate to purpose, audience and context, 

through the application of knowledge and understanding of complex and 

sophisticated language  

The broad structure of the course assessment allows candidates to demonstrate these skills 

in a balanced way, although the importance of reading is emphasised and candidates are 

encouraged to read widely. 
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Textual Analysis (20%) 

This question paper assesses candidates’ application of critical reading skills to an unseen literary 

text. The question paper has a total mark allocation of 20 marks, thus comprising 20% of the overall 

marks for the course assessment. Candidates apply their understanding, analysis and evaluation 

skills to one unseen text.  

In the exam, you will select one text from the genres of poetry, prose fiction, prose non-fiction or 

drama and produce a critical analysis which is appropriately structured to meet the demands of the 

question. 

You will get 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. This paper is set and marked 

by the SQA. 

Portfolio (30%) 

The portfolio–writing provides evidence of candidates’ skills in writing in two different genres. The 

portfolio–writing has a total mark allocation of 30 marks, making up 30% of the overall marks for the 

course assessment. 15 marks are available for each piece of writing within the portfolio.  

Candidates write in different genres for a range of purposes and audiences. 

The writing can be from any of the following genres: 

• Persuasive 

• Informative 

• Argumentative 

• Reflective  

• Poetry  

• Prose fiction 

• Drama 

Portfolio evidence is submitted to SQA for external marking.  

Dissertation (30%) 

The dissertation assesses candidates’ independent reading of complex and sophisticated literature. 

It provides evidence of candidates’ skills in critical analysis, evaluation, investigation and writing. The 

dissertation has a total mark allocation of 30 marks, which is 30% of the overall marks for the course 

assessment. 

The dissertation has three stages:  

1. Planning: candidates should choose appropriate texts and formulate a precise and focused 

dissertation task on an aspect of literature. 

2. Research and development: candidates should investigate and research relevant materials 

and record all sources consulted. 

3. Writing: candidates should write their dissertations, reflecting, redrafting and proofreading 

before final submission Candidates’ chosen texts for the dissertation must be literary, and 

must be untaught.  

NOTE: Writers or texts studied in the dissertation cannot be used in the Literary Study question 

paper.  
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Your dissertation will be developed independently over the course of the year. It is then submitted 

to the SQA for external marking. 

Homework 

You should be undertaking work for Advanced Higher English every day, and will regularly be 

expected to complete work at home. This will be comprised of: continued work on both dissertation 

and portfolio, reading of texts, analytical responses, writing essays and regular revision. This course 

requires a high level of commitment throughout the year. 

Career Implications 

The course provides a clear progressive pathway for candidates who wish to go on to study English 

literature, language or other disciplines in further and higher education. Through the acquisition of a 

set of advanced communication skills, the course offers a link to many vocational settings, for 

example writing, teaching, research, publishing, journalism, law, marketing, media, industry, 

commerce, public relations, cultural and public service industries. 
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Classical Studies 
Miss McNaughton 
Level – National Four 

Entry Requirements – BGE Classical Studies Level 3/ National 3 Classical Studies (or 

equivalent). Alternative routes may be accepted, at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

This Course is made up of four mandatory Units: 

• Life in Classical Greece (National 4)  

• Classical Literature (National 4)  

• Life in the Roman World (National 4)  

• Added Value Unit: Classical Studies: Assignment (National 4)  

There is no exam for this course; all evidence is collated and assessed on a pass/fail basis in-centres. 

To achieve a National 4 award in this course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including 

the Added Value Unit. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each of the four mandatory units is provided 

below. 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on learning from National 3/ BGE Classical Studies, and 

can provide learners with a stepping stone into National Five Classical Studies (and 

beyond).  

The purpose of this Course is to develop the learner’s knowledge and understanding of 

the classical Greek and Roman civilisations by comparing these societies with the modern 

world. This will be achieved through successful study of the Course Units. 

The main aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop: 

• an awareness of how the classical world remains relevant to an understanding of 

modern society 

• a range of skills including: using sources of evidence, including archaeological 

evidence, to compare the classical and modern worlds; responding to issues 

raised by classical literature; understanding and commenting on the usefulness of 

sources of evidence and the ability to express straightforward conclusions 

• straightforward knowledge and understanding of religious, political, social moral 

or cultural aspects of life in classical Greek and Roman societies 

• straightforward knowledge and understanding of some universal ideas, themes or 

values raised by classical literature 
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Life in Classical Greece (National 4)  

In this Unit, learners will develop skills to understand and comment on the usefulness of sources of 

evidence in comparing the classical Greek and modern worlds. Learners will develop straightforward 

factual knowledge and understanding of religious, political, social, moral or cultural aspects of life in 

classical Greece. 

Classical Literature (National 4)  

In this Unit, learners will comment on universal ideas, themes or values revealed by classical 

literature. Learners will be required to study classical literature from either the classical Greek or 

classical Roman worlds. Learners will develop straightforward factual knowledge and understanding 

of universal ideas, themes or values which link the classical and modern worlds. 

Life in the Roman World (National 4)  

In this Unit, learners will develop skills to use of sources of evidence, including archaeological 

evidence, to compare the classical Roman and modern worlds. Learners will develop straightforward 

factual knowledge and understanding of religious, political, social, moral or cultural aspects of life in 

the classical Roman world. 

Added Value Unit: Classical Studies: Assignment (National 4)  

In this Unit, learners will choose a classical studies topic or issue for personal study. They will 

research their chosen topic or issue and present their findings. Through this activity they will have 

opportunities to experience challenge and application as they further develop and apply the 

knowledge, understanding and skills acquired in the other three Units of the Course. 

 

Homework 

Homework is an integral part of the National Four Classical Studies course. This will include, but is 

not limited to, completion of: 

• comprehension based activities 

• listening activities 

• extended writing 

• Source work 

• Text analysis work 

• group and/or paired work 

 

Throughout the year, there is an expectation that National Four students work regularly on their 

Added Value Unit too. 
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Classical Studies  
Miss McNaughton 
Level - National Five 

Entry Requirements – BGE Classical Studies Level 4 or National Four Classical Studies (or 

equivalent). Alternative routes may be accepted, at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The course content is divided into four parts. There is considerable flexibility in the themes which 

can be studied within each area in order to allow for personalisation and choice.  

• Life in classical Greece (30%) 

• Classical literature (20%) 

• Life in the Roman world (30%) 

• Assignment (20%) 

 

You will sit one exam, which will contain three sections: Life in Classical Greece, Classical Literature 

and Life in the Roman World.  

The assignment is collated over the course of the year, and is submitted to the SQA for external 

marking. 

 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on learning from National Four/ BGE Classical Studies, and 

can provide learners with a stepping stone into Higher Classical Studies (and beyond).  

Candidates study the religious, political, social, moral and cultural values and practices of 

classical Greek and Roman societies. They become more aware of issues affecting their 

own society, and globally, by comparing the classical world with the modern world.  

Candidates develop:  

• an understanding of the continuing impact and significance of the classical world 

today  

• a range of skills such as the ability to: use sources of evidence, including 

archaeological evidence, to compare and contrast the classical and modern 

worlds; respond to and explain issues raised by classical literature; understand 

and explain the usefulness of sources of evidence; express reasoned conclusion 

• detailed factual and theoretical knowledge and understanding of religious, 

political, social, moral or cultural aspects of life in classical Greek and Roman 

societies  

• detailed factual and textual knowledge and understanding of universal ideas, 

themes or values revealed in classical literature 

 

 

 



22 | P a g e  

 

Assessment Description 

Question Paper (80% - 80 marks) 

You will get 2 hours to complete this question paper, and it is broken into 3 sections. 

Section 1: Life in Classical Greece (30%) 

Candidates should be able to demonstrate factual and theoretical knowledge and understanding of 

life in 5th-century BC Athens in relation to the following topics. Candidates must also be able to 

identify similarities and differences between the aspects of the classical world studied and the 

modern world, e.g. comparing ancient Greek education with contemporary education. In the exam, 

you will be asked a range of questions, adding up to 30 marks. 

Section 2: Classical Literature (20%) 

This section comprises two extended response questions which address different themes and 

require candidates to draw on the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired during the course.  

Candidates can be asked to: 

• describe a theme as exemplified in a classical text 

• explain how this theme was viewed more widely in the classical world, and compare the 

classical view of the theme with the way it is viewed in the modern world. 

These universal ideas, themes or values are:  

• leadership  

• fate versus free will  

• heroism  

• conflict  

• women in society 

Section 3: Life in the Roman World (30%) 

Candidates should be able to demonstrate factual and theoretical knowledge and understanding of 

life in the Roman world in relation to one of the following parts (A or B). They must also be able to 

identify similarities and differences between the aspects of the classical world studied and the 

modern world, eg comparing an ancient Roman dinner party to a modern one 

In the exam, you will notice that this section has two parts: 

• Part A — Pompeii  

• Part B — Roman Britain  

 

Candidates are only required to answer questions from one part. You will study the topic of Pompeii. 

Assignment 

Candidates have an open choice of classical studies topic or issue. Their choice is not constrained by 

the content of the question paper. The assignment component is worth 20 marks out of a total of 

100 marks for the course assessment. It therefore constitutes 20% of the course assessment. 

The assignment is submitted to the SQA for external marking. 
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Homework 

Homework is an integral part of the National Five Classical Studies course. This will include, but is not 

limited to, completion of: 

• comprehension based activities 

• listening activities 

• extended writing 

• Source work 

• Text analysis work 

• group and/or paired work 

 

Throughout the year, there is an expectation that National Four students work regularly on their 

Assignment too. 
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Classical Studies  
Miss McNaughton 
Level – Higher  

Entry Requirements – National Five Classical Studies (or equivalent). Alternative routes 

may be accepted, at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The course content is divided into four parts. There is considerable flexibility in the themes which 

can be studied within each area in order to allow for personalisation and choice.  

• Classical literature Paper (30 marks) 

• Classical Society Paper (50 marks) 

o Life in Classical Greece 

o Life in the Roman world 

• Assignment (30 marks) 

 

You will sit two exams: the Classical Literature Paper and Classical Society Paper (containing two 

sections – Life in Classical Greece and Life in the Roman World). 

The assignment is collated over the course of the year, and is submitted to the SQA for external 

marking. 

 

 

 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on learning from National Five Classical Studies, and can 

provide learners with a stepping stone into further study.   

Candidates study the religious, political, social, moral and cultural values and practices of 

classical Greek and Roman societies. This develops candidates’ understanding of how the 

issues of the classical world remain relevant to an understanding of modern society. The 

course develops candidates’ knowledge and understanding of the classical Greek and 

Roman civilisations by comparing and contrasting these societies with the modern world.  

Candidates develop:  

• knowledge and understanding of public and private religious ideas and practices: 

— the interaction between religion, personal morality and identity in classical 

societies — or of the political and social structures of classical societies 

• the ability to evaluate complex sources of evidence from classical societies 

• awareness of universal ideas, themes or values raised by classical texts 

• the capacity to compare and contrast the classical world with modern society 

 

 

 

 



25 | P a g e  

 

Assessment Description 

Classical Literature Paper 

Candidates demonstrate in-depth factual and textual knowledge and understanding of universal 

ideas, themes or values revealed in a classical text they have read, linking the classical and modern 

worlds.  

These universal ideas, themes or values are:  

• Leadership 

• fate versus free will  

• heroism  

• conflict  

• women in society 

 

This paper is worth 30 marks, equating to approximately 27% of your overall grade. 

You will get 1 hour and 10 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. 

 

Classical Society Paper 

This paper is broken into two sections, amounting to 50 marks in total. This accounts for 45% of your 

overall grade. 

Life in Classical Greece 

Candidates demonstrate in-depth factual and theoretical knowledge and understanding of life in 

fifth century BC Athens, in relation to one of the following parts:  

• Part A: Power and Freedom – looking at Athenian citizenship, the Athenian legal system, 

slavery, women, and the Athenian Empire. 

• Part B: Religion and Belief – looking at state religion, cults and mystery religions, women 

within worship, death and the afterlife, and challengers of traditional beliefs. 

You will study one of these sections throughout the year, and should only answer questions in 

relation to one of these sections – either Part A OR Part B. 

 

Life in the Roman World 

Candidates demonstrate in-depth factual and theoretical knowledge and understanding of life in the 

Roman world in the first century BC and first century AD, in relation to one of the following parts: 

• Part A: Power and Freedom – looking at the Roman Republic up to 44BC, slavery, Roman 

women, Roman empire, and revolts. 

• Part B: Religion and Belief – looking at state religion, domestic religion, mystery religions, 

religious tolerance, and philosophical attitudes towards religious beliefs. 

 

You will study one of these sections throughout the year, and should only answer questions in 

relation to one of these sections – either Part A OR Part B. 

 

This paper is worth 50 marks, equating to 45% of your overall grade. 
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You will get 1 hour and 50 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. 

Assignment 

Candidates have an open choice of a classical studies issue. Their choice is not constrained by the 

content of the question papers. The assignment component is worth 30 marks out of a total of 100 

marks for the course assessment. It therefore constitutes 27% of the course assessment. 

The assignment is submitted to the SQA for external marking. 

Homework 

Homework is an integral part of the Higher Classical Studies course. This will include, but is not 

limited to, completion of: 

• comprehension based activities 

• listening activities 

• extended writing 

• Source work 

• Text analysis work 

• group and/or paired work 

 

Throughout the year, there is an expectation that Higher students work regularly on their 

Assignment too. 
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Classical Studies 
Miss McNaughton 
Level – Advanced Higher 

Entry Requirements – Higher Classical Studies, Higher History, Higher Modern Studies, 

Higher Politics – all at Grade-B pass or above. Alternative routes may be accepted, at the 

discretion of the teacher. 

 

 

 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on learning from National Five and Higher Classical 

Studies, and can provide learners with a stepping stone into further study in Further 

Education.   

Candidates study the religious, political, social, moral and cultural values and practices 

of classical Greek and Roman societies. This develops candidates’ understanding of 

how the issues of the classical world remain relevant to an understanding of modern 

society. The course develops candidates’ knowledge and understanding of the classical 

Greek and Roman civilisations by comparing and contrasting these societies with the 

modern world.  

Candidates develop:  

• knowledge and understanding of public and private religious ideas and 

practices: — the interaction between religion, personal morality and identity in 

classical societies — or of the political and social structures of classical societies 

• the ability to evaluate complex sources of evidence from classical societies 

• awareness of universal ideas, themes or values raised by classical texts 

• the capacity to compare and contrast the classical world with modern society 

 

Course Content: 

The course consists of four optional areas of study. Candidates choose one area of 

study, 

• allowing for personalisation and choice: 

• History and historiography 

• Individual and community 

• Heroes and heroism 

• Comedy, satire and society 

 

We will study Heroes and Heroism. 
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Assessment Snapshot 

The course content is divided into two parts. There is considerable flexibility in the themes which can 

be studied within each area in order to allow for personalisation and choice.  

• Question Paper (100 marks) 

• Dissertation (50 marks) 

 

You will sit one exam: the Question Paper four optional sections. Candidates answer the questions in 

one section only. Each section contains two parts: 

• Part A — Classical literature (50 marks) 

• Part B — Classical society (50 marks 

The assignment is collated over the course of the year, and is submitted to the SQA for external 

marking. 

 

Assessment Description 

Question Paper 

The question paper has 100 marks out of a total of 150 marks for the course assessment. You will 

get 3 hours to complete the question paper. 

 

The question paper has four optional sections, all worth 100 marks. Candidates choose one section 

and answer questions in that section only. We will study the Heroes and Heroism section of the 

paper. 

 

This will be made up of two sections: 

Part A – Classical Literature, containing: 

• 1 x 10-mark question, requiring candidates to analyse a classical source 

• 1 x 10-mark question, requiring candidates to evaluate a classical source 

• 1 x 15-mark question, requiring candidates to compare two classical sources 

• 1 x 15-mark source-based question, requiring candidates to compare the classical and 

modern world 

Part B – Classical Society, containing: 

• 2 x 25-mark questions from a choice of four, requiring candidates to analyse, evaluate and 

synthesise information into a line of argument  
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Project-Dissertation 

The project–dissertation has 50 marks out of a total of 150 marks for the course assessment. It must 

be between 3000-4000 words long (excluding references and eppendices). 

The project–dissertation enables candidates to demonstrate their skills, knowledge and 

understanding by undertaking independent research into a complex classical studies issue. 

Overview 

Candidates choose an appropriate complex classical studies issue and: 

• research the issue  

• analyse and synthesise evidence 

• show detailed knowledge and understanding of the issue 

• evaluate the significance of the classical world 

• compare the classical world with later times 

• develop a sustained and coherent line of argument with a reasoned conclusion 

The project-dissertation is conducted under some supervision and control. This means that 

candidates have responsibility for completing their dissertation and can work on this outwith the 

learning and teaching setting. However, teachers wil put in place processes to monitor progress and 

ensure that there has been no plagiarism. 

This will include: 

• comments on topic and title selection 

• regular checkpoint and/or progress meetings with candidates 

• short spot-check personal interviews 

• checklists which record activity and/or progress 

The project-dissertation is submitted to the SQA for external marking. 

Homework 

Homework is an integral part of the Advanced Higher Classical Studies course. This will include, but is 

not limited to, completion of: 

• independent reading of class texts/ coursework 

• comprehension based activities 

• listening activities 

• extended writing 

• source work 

• text analysis  

• group and/or paired work 

 

Throughout the year, there is an expectation that Advanced Higher students work regularly on their 

dissertation too.   
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Administration and IT  
Mr C Yuill 

Level - National 4 

Entry Requirements – BGE Computing and IT/ Administration and IT Level 3, National 3 

Administration and IT (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

This Course is made up of four mandatory Units: 

• Administrative Practices (National 4)  

• IT Solutions for Administrators (National 4)  

• Communication in Administration (National 4)  

• Added Value Unit: Administration and IT Assignment (National 4) 

 

There is no exam for this course; all evidence is collated and assessed on a pass/fail basis in-centres. 

To achieve a National 4 award in this course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including 

the Added Value Unit. 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each of the four mandatory units is provided 

below. 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on learning from National Three Administration and IT 

and/ or BGE Computing and IT, and can provide learners with a stepping stone into 

National Five Administration and IT (and beyond).  

Administration is a growing sector which cuts across the entire economy and offers wide-

ranging employment opportunities.  

Moreover, administrative and IT skills have extensive application not only in employment 

but also in other walks of life. The key purpose of this Course is to develop learners’ 

administrative and IT skills and, ultimately, to enable them to contribute to the effective 

functioning of organisations.  

The Course aims to enable learners to:  

• develop a basic understanding of administration in the workplace and key 

legislation affecting employees 

• develop an appreciation of good customer care  

• develop IT skills and use them to perform straightforward administrative tasks  

• acquire organisational skills in the context of organising and supporting small-

scale events 
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Administrative Practices (National 4)  

The purpose of this Unit is to give learners a basic introduction to administration in the workplace. 

Learners will begin to appreciate key legislation affecting employees, key features of good customer 

care and the skills, qualities and attributes required of administrators. The Unit will also enable them 

to apply this basic understanding in carrying out a range of straightforward administrative tasks 

required for organising and supporting small-scale events. 

IT Solutions for Administrators (National 4)  

The purpose of this Unit is to develop learners’ basic skills in IT and organising and processing simple 

information in familiar administration-related contexts. Learners will use the following IT 

applications: word processing, spreadsheets and databases, to create and edit simple business 

documents. The Unit will allow emerging technologies to be incorporated so as to ensure that its 

content remains current and relevant. 

Communication in Administration (National 4)  

The purpose of this Unit is to enable learners to use IT for gathering and sharing simple information 

with others in familiar administration-related contexts. Learners will develop a basic understanding 

of what constitutes a reliable source of information and an ability to use appropriate methods for 

gathering information. They will also become able to communicate simple information in ways which 

show a basic awareness of its context, audience and purpose. The Unit will allow emerging 

technologies to be incorporated so as to ensure that its content remains current and relevant. 

Added Value Unit: Administration and IT Assignment (National 4)  

The purpose of this Unit is to draw on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in the 

other three Units. Learners will undertake practical administration and IT-based tasks to organise 

and support a small-scale event or events. 

 

Homework 

Over the course of your study of this course, you will be required to complete a range of 

administrative tasks out with class. This could range from (but is not limited to): creating word 

processing documents, databases and spreadsheets, using desktop publishing, and regular study of 

curricular material.  

It is expected that all students work independently on their Added Value Unit for this course over 

the course of the year. 
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Administration and IT  
Mr C Yuill 

Level – National Five 

Entry Requirements – National Four Administration and IT, BGE Computing and IT/ 

Administration and IT Level 4 (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

This course is made up of two core components: 

• Question Paper (50 marks) 

• Assignment (70 marks) 

There is one exam for this course, wherein you will complete the Question Paper component of the 

course.  

The Assignment will be completed during class-time, but within a three hour window. This will be 

submitted to the SQA for external marking. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of the course can be found below. 

Question Paper (50 marks) 

The question paper gives candidates the opportunity to demonstrate: 

Aims: 

The course helps candidates to develop administrative and IT skills, and an understanding 

of related theory, enabling them to effectively contribute to and support organisations.  

It enables candidates to:  

• develop an understanding of administration theory in the workplace  

• develop IT skills and use them to perform administrative tasks  

• acquire organisational skills in the context of organising and supporting events 

The course comprises two areas of study:  

• Theory: Candidates are introduced to the responsibilities of organisations, the 

skills/qualities and tasks (duties) of the administrative support function, and the 

impact of these in the workplace. 

• IT Applications: Candidates develop skills in IT, problem-solving, organising, and 

managing information. They select IT applications to create and edit business 

documents, gather and share information, and develop skills to communicate 

information. 
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• using IT functions in spreadsheet and database applications to produce and process 

information  

• problem-solving  

• administration theory 

 

Marks are awarded for demonstrating the use of different IT applications and theory of 

administration in the workplace. Of the marks allocated, between 14–26% are awarded for 

administration theory.  

All questions are mandatory and candidates must work through them in the order presented.  

You will get 2 hours to complete this paper in the exam. This paper is set and marked by the SQA. 

 

Assignment (70 marks) 

Candidates work through a series of planning, support and follow-up tasks related to an event or 

business.  

The assignment gives candidates the opportunity to demonstrate:  

• skills in using IT functions in word-processing, desktop publishing, and presentations to 

produce and process information  

• skills in using technology for investigation  

• skills in using technology for electronic communication  

• skills in problem-solving  

• administration theory 

 

Marks are awarded for demonstrating the use of different IT applications and theory of 

administration in the workplace. Of the marks allocated, between 10–18% are awarded for 

administration theory, which is integrated within the tasks.  

All tasks are mandatory and candidates must work through them in the order presented. 

The assignment takes place in centre, must be completed in one sitting, and takes place under SQA 

exam conditions.  

You will be given 3 hours to complete the assignment. You can sit the assignment up to a maximum 

of 2 times if required.  

The date for completing your assignment will be given to you by your class teacher. 

Homework 

Over the course of your study of this course, you will be required to complete a range of 

administrative tasks out with class. This could range from (but is not limited to): creating word 

processing documents, databases and spreadsheets, using desktop publishing, and regular study of 

curricular material.  

It is expected that all students will work towards their assignment too in their own time. 
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Administration and IT  
Mr C Yuill 

Level – Higher 

Entry Requirements – National Five Administration and IT, National 5 Business 

Management. Alternative routes may be accepted, at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

This course is made up of two core components: 

• Question Paper (50 marks) 

• Assignment (70 marks) 

 

There is one exam for this course, wherein you will complete the Question Paper component. 

 

Aims: 

The Higher Administration and IT course equips candidates with advanced administrative 

and IT skills to contribute effectively in the workplace. It develops problem-solving, 

organisational, and decision-making skills essential for supporting business functions. 

The course enables candidates to: 

• Develop a deeper understanding of advanced administrative theory and its practical 

application in the workplace. 

• Enhance IT skills by using a range of advanced software applications to support and 

improve administrative functions. 

• Develop planning, organisational, and evaluative skills to manage and support 

business operations effectively. 

• Apply critical thinking to analyse and solve administrative challenges in a 

professional setting. 

 

The course consists of two key areas of study: 

• Administrative Theory and Practice - Candidates explore the strategic role of 

administration within organisations, including the management of people, time, and 

resources. They develop an understanding of key business legislation, the impact of 

digital technologies, and the importance of effective customer care and 

communication. 

• IT Applications - Candidates build advanced IT skills by using complex features of 

business software applications to create, process, and communicate information 

effectively. They learn to manage and integrate data across applications to produce 

business documents and solutions that support decision-making and organisational 

goals. 
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The Assignment will be completed during class-time, but within a 2-hour window. This will be 

submitted to the SQA for external marking.  

Assessment Description 

Question paper (50 marks) 

 The question paper gives candidates the opportunity to:  

• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of administrative theory from all aspects of the 

course  

• draw valid conclusions based on evidence provided  

 

The question paper has a total mark allocation of 50 marks. This is 42% of the overall marks for 

the course assessment.  

The question paper has two sections containing questions that sample from the ‘Skills, 

knowledge and understanding for the course assessment’ detailed in this document. Candidates 

must answer all questions.  

Section 1 is worth 10 marks and contains of a set of questions based on a piece of stimulus 

material. The questions generally relate to the stimulus, although some questions may be based 

on topics surrounding the stimulus material. They assess problem solving, the application of 

knowledge and understanding, and may range in value from 1–6 marks. Section 2 is worth 40 

marks and contains questions that assess the application of knowledge and understanding. 

Questions may range in value from 1–6 marks. 

Assignment (70 marks) 

The assignment gives candidates the opportunity to demonstrate:  

• using advanced functions in word-processing, spreadsheets, databases, and presentation 

software to produce, process and manage information, and solve problems in unfamiliar 

contexts 

• electronic research skills to source complex information 

• effective communication skills, taking account of context, purpose and audience T 

The assignment has a total mark allocation of 70 marks. This is 58% of the overall marks for the 

course assessment. The following table shows the distribution and variances of mark allocation 

within the assignment.  
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Homework 

Over the course of your study of this course, you will be required to complete a range of 

administrative tasks out with class. This could range from (but is not limited to): creating word 

processing documents, databases and spreadsheets, using desktop publishing, and regular study of 

curricular material.  

It is expected that all students will work towards their assignment too in their own time. 
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Business Management  
Mr C Yuill 

Level – National 5 

Entry Requirements – National Four Business Management, BGE Business and IT/ Business 

Management Level 4 (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The course consists of five key areas of study: 

• Understanding business 

• Management of marketing 

• Management of operations 

• Management of people 

• Management of finance 

 

These areas will be assessed through the completion of one exam (a Question Paper assessing 

knowledge in the five key areas mentioned above), and the completion of the Assignment. 

Assessment Description 

Question Paper (worth 90 marks) 

 

The question paper is completed in the exam and assesses candidates’ knowledge, understanding, 

and ability to apply course content across the three key areas of study. It makes up 75% of your 

overall grade. 

Aims: 

The course highlights ways in which organisations operate and the steps they take to 

achieve their goals. It enables candidates to understand and make use of business 

information to interpret and report on overall business performance, in a range of 

contexts. 

 The course enables candidates to develop: 

• knowledge and understanding of the ways in which society relies on business to 

satisfy needs and wants 

• an insight into the systems organisations use to ensure customers’ needs are met 

• enterprising skills and attributes 

• financial awareness, in a business context  

• an insight into how organisations organise their resources for maximum efficiency 

and to improve their overall performance 

•  an awareness of how external influences impact on organisations 
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It allows candidates to demonstrate their ability to: 

• apply and integrate knowledge and understanding of business concepts from all aspects of the 

course 

• use data handling techniques to interpret and analyse business information 

• draw conclusions and make recommendations on business-related issues 

The question paper consists of two sections. 

 

Section 1 is worth 20 marks and contains a combination of short-answer and extended-response 

questions. 

 

Questions are based on stimulus material and can sample content from any of the three areas of 

study. 

Section 2 is worth 70 marks and contains structured questions. 

These questions assess breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding across the course. 

You will have 2 hours to complete this paper in the exam. This paper is set and marked by the SQA. 

Assignment 

The assignment is worth 30 marks and comprises 25% of your overall grade. Candidates research 

and analyse information on a business-related topic and produce a structured report using specific 

headings. The report should include analysis of findings and appropriate conclusions. Candidates 

choose their own topic to research. 

The assignment is designed to be completed over a notional period of 5 hours in-centre. This 

includes time for research and producing the final report. Candidates can work on their research and 

report writing concurrently. 

The completed assignment will be submitted to the SQA for external marking. 

Homework 

Homework is an essential part of the National 5 Business Management course. This may include (but 

is not limited to): completing practice questions, revising key concepts, preparing for regular class 

tests, and engaging with case studies to apply learning. 
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Business Management  
Mr C Yuill 

Level – Higher 

Entry Requirements – National Five Administration and IT, National Five Business 

Management (or equivalent). Alternative routes may be accepted, at the discretion of the 

teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The course consists of five key areas of study: 

• Understanding business 

• Management of marketing 

• Management of operations 

• Management of people 

• Management of finance 

 

These areas will be assessed through the completion of one exam (a Question Paper assessing 

knowledge in the five key areas mentioned above), and the completion of the Assignment. 

 

Assessment Description 

Question Paper (worth 90 marks) 

Aims: 

Business plays an important role in society, as it creates wealth, prosperity, jobs, and 

choices for consumers. It is therefore essential to have effective businesses and business 

managers to sustain this role. 

The course highlights the different ways in which large organisations operate. Candidates 

learn to understand and make use of business information to interpret and report on 

overall business performance, in a range of contexts.  

Using current business theory and practice, the course reflects the integrated nature of 

large organisations, their functions and decision making processes.  

Candidates develop understanding of:  

• the ways in which society relies on organisations and how external influences can 

affect them  

• a range of methods that businesses and other organisations use to meet 

customer needs 

• enterprising skills and attributes  

• how to analyse and interpret business information and communicate it in a clear 

and concise way 
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The question paper is completed in the exam, and assesses the candidates’ knowledge, 

understanding and ability to apply curricular material studied in relation to the five key areas of 

study. It comprises 75% of your overall grade. 

 

It gives candidates the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to: 

• apply and integrate knowledge and understanding of business concepts from all aspects of 

the course  

• use data handling techniques to interpret and analyse business information  

• draw valid conclusions and suggest resolutions to business-related issues 

 

The question paper has two sections.  

Section 1 is worth 30 marks and contains one question.  

• This is a multi-part question, with each part attracting a mark from a range of 1–8 marks. 

• The question is based on stimulus material in the form of a case study and samples course 

content from any of the five areas of study. 

 

Section 2 is worth 60 marks and contains four questions worth 15 marks each.  

• These are multi-part questions, with each part attracting a mark from a range of 1–8 marks. 

• This section samples course content from any of the five areas of study. In general, it 

assesses breadth of knowledge and understanding from across the course. 

 

You will get 2 hours and 45 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. This paper is set and 

marked by the SQA. 

Assignment 

The assignment is worth 30 marks, and comprises 25% of your overall grade. Candidates research 

and analyse information, and produce a business report using given headings. The report is based on 

an analysis of the research findings and details appropriate conclusions and/or recommendations. 

Candidates choose a topic to research. 

The assignment is designed to be completed over a notional period of 8 hours, and will take place in-

centre. This includes time for research and producing the final business report. Candidates can 

complete their research and write-up simultaneously.  

The assignment will be submitted to the SQA for external marking. 

Homework 

Homework is an integral part of the Higher Business Management course. This could range from (but 

is not limited to): completing practice questions, knowledge and understanding tasks, preparing for 

regular in-class quizzing, and practice case studies. 
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Drama  
Mrs A Metcalf & Mr N Harcourt 

Level – National Four 

Entry Requirements – National 3 Drama, BGE Drama Level 3 (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The Course consists of three mandatory Units, including the Added Value Unit: 

• Drama Skills (National 4) 

• Drama: Production Skills (National 4) 

• Added Value Unit: Drama: Performance (National 4) 

 

There is no exam for this course; all evidence is collated and assessed on a pass/fail basis in-centres. 

To achieve a National 4 award in this course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including 

the Added Value Unit. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each of the three mandatory units is provided 

below. 

Drama Skills (National 4)  

In this Unit, learners will explore and develop drama skills and ways of communicating thoughts and 

ideas to an audience. They will learn how to respond to stimuli. They will also learn how to develop 

portrayal of character and will develop knowledge of form, structure, genre and style when creating 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on learning from National Three Drama and/ or BGE Drama, 

and can provide learners with a stepping stone into National Five Drama (and beyond).  

National 4 Drama provides opportunities for learners to develop skills creating and 

presenting drama. This Course focuses on the development and use of drama skills and 

production skills to present drama. This Course is practical and experiential.  

The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:  

• generate and communicate thoughts and ideas when creating drama  

• develop a knowledge of social and cultural influences on drama  

• develop skills in presenting drama  

• develop production skills in presenting drama  

• use drama skills in a drama performance 

• explore form, structure, genre and style 
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and presenting drama. Learners will develop knowledge of social and cultural influences on drama. 

They will also learn how to reflect on their own progress and that of other learners.  

Drama: Production Skills (National 4)  

In this Unit, learners will explore and develop production skills. They will use these skills to enhance 

drama when presenting. Learners will use problemsolving skills in order to generate ideas for 

presenting drama.  

Added Value Unit: Drama: Performance (National 4)  

This Unit adds value by introducing challenge and application. Learners will draw on and extend their 

knowledge and apply their production skills in a drama performance. The Unit will focus on the 

process and product of learning. The performance will be sufficiently open and flexible to allow for 

personalisation and choice. 

 

Homework 

Homework is an integral part of the course and will take many forms ranging from the learning of 

lines to planning productions as well as written pieces relating to all three units of the course. Pupils 

should expect to have drama homework on most occasions. 
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Drama  
Mrs A Metcalf  

Level – National Five 

Entry Requirements – National Four Drama/ BGE Drama Level 4 (or equivalent) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

Assessment for National Five Drama is broken into two sections: 

• Question Paper (worth 40% of your overall grade) 

• Performance (worth 60% of your overall grade) 

 

The question paper is an exam, and is scheduled in the SQA Examination Diet.  

The Performance is assessed by an external assessor – the exact date for the final performance is 

given to the centre by the SQA, and you will be advised of the date by your class teacher as soon as 

they have it. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about each assessed component of the course can be found below.  

Question Paper 

This is an exam, and is worth 60 marks, comprising 40% of your overall grade. The question paper 

consists of two sections: 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on learning from National Four Drama and/ or BGE Drama, 

and can provide learners with a stepping stone into Higher Drama (and beyond).  

Candidates develop practical skills in creating and presenting drama and knowledge and 

understanding of cultural and social influences on drama. They analyse and evaluate how 

the use of self-expression, language and movement can develop their ideas for drama. 

They also develop critical-thinking skills as they investigate, develop and apply a range of 

drama skills and production skills.  

The course aims to enable candidates to:  

• generate and communicate thoughts and ideas when creating drama  

• develop a knowledge and understanding of a range of social and cultural 

influences on drama  

• develop a range of skills in presenting drama  

• develop knowledge and understanding of the use of a range of production skills 

when presenting drama  

• explore form, structure, genre and style 
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Section 1  

This section assesses the candidate’s ability to evaluate their own work and the work of others. 

Candidates respond to the questions in section 1 as: 

• An actor 

OR 

• Someone in a production role, i.e. a lighting designer, costume designer, make-up and hair 

designer, sound designer, set designer, or props designer 

Section 2  

This section assesses the candidate’s ability to respond to stimuli and create their own piece of 

drama suitable for performance. Candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of creating drama by responding to one of the stimuli provided. The drama must be 

suitable for a live theatrical performance: television or film dramas are not appropriate.  

All questions in the question paper are compulsory. 

For both sections, candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of both 

process and performance. They are expected to use drama terminology throughout. 

You will get 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete the question paper in the exam. This is externally 

assessed by the SQA. 

 

Performance 

The performance element comprises 60% of your overall grade, and is worth 60 marks. The 

performance has two sections: a performance and the preparation for performance. The weighting 

of marks across the two sections of the performance is as follows: 

• 50 marks for the performance in either an acting or a production role 

• 10 marks for the preparation for performance 

You will have the option of being an acting candidate or a production-role candidate for this part of 

this course – this will be agreed with your class teacher.  

The performance must be performed to a live-audience prior to the external assessor’s arrival. This 

will usually be a group of your peers. 

An external SQA assessor will visit the school to mark your performance. 

 

Homework 

Homework is an integral part of the course and will take many forms ranging from the learning of 

lines to planning productions as well as written pieces relating to the written aspect of the course. 

Pupils should expect to have drama homework on most occasions. 
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Drama 
Mrs A Metcalf & Mr N Harcourt 

Level – Higher 

Entry Requirements – National Five Drama (or equivalent). Alternative routes may be 

accepted, at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

Assessment for Higher Drama is broken into two sections: 

• Question Paper (worth 40% of your overall grade) 

• Performance (worth 60% of your overall grade) 

 

The question paper is an exam, and is scheduled in the SQA Examination Diet.  

The Performance is assessed by an external assessor – the exact date for the final performance is 

given to the centre by the SQA, and you will be advised of the date by your class teacher as soon as 

they have it. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about each assessed component of the course can be found below.  

Question Paper 

This is an exam, and is worth 60 marks, comprising 40% of your overall grade. The question paper 

consists of three sections: 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on learning from National Five Drama, and can provide 

learners with a stepping stone into further Drama study.  

Candidates develop practical skills in creating and presenting drama, and knowledge and 

understanding of historical, social and cultural influences on drama. They analyse and 

evaluate how the use of self-expression, language and movement can develop their ideas 

for drama. They also develop critical-thinking skills as they investigate, develop and apply 

a range of complex drama skills and production skills.  

The course enables candidates to: 

• generate and communicate thoughts and ideas when creating drama 

• develop a knowledge and understanding of the historical, social and cultural 

influences on drama  

• develop complex skills in presenting and analysing drama  

• develop knowledge and understanding of complex production skills when 

presenting drama  

• explore drama form, structure, genre and style 
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Section 1: Theatre Production: Text in Context (extended-response questions) 

Candidates answer from the perspective of an actor or director or designer in preparation for an 

intended production. Candidates analyse the selected text in the context of theatre production. 

They demonstrate knowledge of the selected text they have studied in terms of content and context, 

and show an understanding of how the text could be communicated to an audience through 

performance. Candidates gain credit for their ability to make use of appropriate quotations and/or 

textual references. 

Section 2: Theatre Production: Application (structured questions) 

Candidates answer structured questions on their understanding and application of two production 

roles for the selected text they have studied. Candidates respond on the ways in which two of the 

following production roles could be applied to their selected text: actor, director or designer. 

Section 3: Performance Analysis (extended-response questions)  

Candidates answer one extended-response question from a choice of two on a performance they 

have seen. The performance analysis may be of a live performance, a live-streamed performance, or, 

if necessary, a recorded ‘live’ theatrical performance.  

 

For all sections, candidates are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of both 

process and performance. They are expected to use drama terminology throughout. 

You will get 2 hours and 30 minutes to complete the question paper in the exam. This is externally 

assessed by the SQA. 

 

Performance 

The performance element comprises 60% of your overall grade, and is worth 60 marks. The 

performance has two sections: a performance and the preparation for performance. The weighting 

of marks across the two sections of the performance is as follows: 

• 10 marks for the preparation for performance 

• 50 marks for the performance in either an acting or a production role 

You will have the option of being an acting candidate or a production-role candidate for this part of 

this course – this will be agreed with your class teacher.  

The performance must be performed to a live-audience prior to the external assessor’s arrival. This 

will usually be a group of your peers. 

An external SQA assessor will visit the school to mark your performance. 

Homework 

Homework is an integral part of the course and will take many forms ranging from the learning of 

lines to planning productions as well as written pieces relating to the written aspect of the course. 

Pupils should expect to have drama homework on most occasions. 
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French  
Miss M Denholm 

Level – National Four 

Entry Requirements – National 3 French, BGE French Level 3 (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The Course consists of three mandatory Units, including the Added Value Unit: 

• Modern Languages: Understanding Language (National 4)  

• Modern Languages: Using Language (National 4)  

• Added Value Unit: Modern Languages: Assignment (National 4)  

There is no exam for this course; all evidence is collated and assessed on a pass/fail basis in-centres. 

To achieve a National 4 award in this course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including 

the Added Value Unit. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each of the three mandatory units is provided 

below. 

Modern Languages: Understanding Language (National 4)  

The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop reading and listening 

skills in the modern language and to develop their knowledge of straightforward language in the 

contexts of society, learning, employability, and culture.  

Modern Languages: Using Language (National 4)  

The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop talking and writing 

skills in the modern language, and to develop their knowledge of straightforward language in the 

contexts of society, learning, employability, and culture.  

Added Value Unit: Modern Languages: Assignment (National 4)  

The purpose of this Added Value Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to apply their 

language skills to investigate a chosen topic in a familiar context in the modern language. 

Homework 

Aims: 

The study of a modern language has a unique contribution to make to the development of 

cultural awareness, as it provides learners with a means of communicating directly with 

people from different cultures, enhancing their understanding and enjoyment of other 

cultures and of their own. They gain insights into other ways of thinking and other views of 

the world, and therefore develop a much richer understanding of active citizenship. 

The main purpose of the Course is to develop the skills of reading, listening, talking and 

writing in order to understand and use the French language. 
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Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics of society, 

learning, employability and culture as well as knowledge about language. This is likely to involve 

preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. Pupils should expect homework in French on 

most days.  
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French  
Miss M Denholm 

Level – National Five 

Entry Requirements – National Four French, BGE French Level 4 (or equivalent) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

Assessment for National Five French is broken into four sections: 

• Reading and Writing Question Paper  

• Listening Question Paper 

• Writing Assignment 

• Talking Performance 

 

You will sit two exams for French: the Reading and Writing paper, and the Listening paper.  

The Writing Assignment is completed in class, though you will be expected to work on this at home 

too. This is submitted to the SQA for external marking. 

The Talking Performance is a one-off assessment carried out in-centre. The date will be decided by 

your class teacher and the audio will be recorded. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each assessed component of the course can be 

found below. 

Reading and Writing Question Paper  

This question paper has a total mark allocation of 50 marks. The question paper is subdivided into 

two components: Reading 30 marks and Writing 20 marks. 

This question paper has two sections.  

 

Aims: 

Learning a new language enables candidates to make connections with different people and 

their cultures and to play a fuller part as global citizens. The ability to use language 

effectively lies at the centre of thinking and learning. Candidates reflect, communicate and 

develop ideas through language. The course provides candidates with the opportunity to 

develop skills in reading, listening, talking and writing, which are essential for learning, for 

work and for life; to use different media effectively for learning and communication; to 

develop understanding of how language works; and to use language to communicate ideas 

and information. 

The main purpose of the course is to enable candidates to develop the skills of reading, 

listening, talking and writing in order to understand and use the French language. 
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Section 1 – Reading (30 marks)  

Candidates read three texts of equal length in French. Each text derives from a different context: 

society, learning, employability or culture, and is followed by questions in English. Candidates 

respond to the questions in English.  

Section 2 – Writing (20 marks)  

Candidates produce one written text of 120–150 words in French in response to a job advert 

stimulus supported by six bullet points which the candidate must address.  

You will get 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. This is externally assessed by 

the SQA. 

 

Listening Question Paper 

This question paper has a total mark allocation of 20 marks. Candidates first listen to one monologue 

in French, and respond to questions worth 8 marks. They then listen to one conversation in the 

modern language and respond to questions worth 12 marks. 

You will get 30 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. This is externally assessed by the SQA. 

Writing Assignment 

You will produce a piece of writing in the modern language based on one of the following contexts: 

society, learning or culture. This will take place in-centre, and will be sent to the SQA for external 

assessment. 

Talking Performance 

There are two parts to the performance, both of which you are assessed on: Presentation (10 marks) 

and Conversation (20 marks). For the Presentation component, you carry out a spoken presentation 

in French. For the Conversation section, you will take part in a conversation using detailed language 

on a different context and respond to some questions in French. This will take place in-centre, and is 

marked in-centre too. 

 

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics of society, 

learning, employability and culture as well as knowledge about language. This is likely to involve 

preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. Pupils should expect homework in French on 

most days.  
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French  
Miss M Denholm 

Level – Higher 

Entry Requirements – National Five French (or equivalent). Alternative routes may be 

accepted, at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

Assessment for National Five French is broken into four sections: 

• Reading and Directed Writing Question Paper  (50 marks) 

• Listening Question Paper (20 marks) 

• Writing Assignment (20 marks) 

• Talking Performance (30 marks) 

 

You will sit two exams for French: the Reading and Directed Writing paper, and the Listening paper.  

The Writing Assignment is completed in class, though you will be expected to work on this at home 

too. This is submitted to the SQA for external marking. 

The Talking Performance is a one-off assessment carried out in-centre. The date will be decided by 

your class teacher and the audio will be recorded. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each assessed component of the course can be 

found below. 

Reading and Directed Writing Question Paper  

This question paper has a total mark allocation of 50 marks. The question paper is subdivided into 

two components: Reading 30 marks and Writing 20 marks. 

This question paper has two sections.  

Aims 

This course is designed to build on prior learning from the National Five French course, and 

should support learners in developing and enhancing their understanding of the language. 

As we know, learning a new language enables candidates to make connections with 

different people and their cultures and to play a fuller part as global citizens. The ability to 

use language effectively lies at the centre of thinking and learning.  

The course provides candidates with the opportunity to develop skills in reading, listening, 

talking and writing, which are essential for learning, for work and for life; to use different 

media effectively for learning and communication; to develop understanding of how 

language works; and to use language to communicate ideas and information. 

The main purpose of the course is to enable candidates to develop the skills of reading, 

listening, talking and writing in order to understand and use the French language. 
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Section 1 Reading  

This section has 30 marks (25% of the total mark for course assessment).  

• 20 marks are available for identifying main points, supporting detail and overall purpose.  

• 10 marks are available for translating part of the text into English.  

Candidates read one text in French and respond in English. 

Section 2 – Writing (20 marks)  

This section has 20 marks (12.5% of the total mark for course assessment).  

Candidates choose one scenario from the two provided in the question paper. Candidates produce 

one piece of writing on their chosen scenario, of 150–180 words, in response. 

You will get 2 hours to complete this paper in the exam. This is externally assessed by the SQA. 

 

Listening Question Paper 

This question paper has a total mark allocation of 20 marks (25% of overall mark). Candidates first 

listen to one monologue in French, and respond to questions worth 8 marks. They then listen to one 

conversation in French and respond to questions worth 12 marks. 

You will get 30 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. This is externally assessed by the SQA. 

Writing Assignment 

You will produce a piece of writing in the modern language based on one of the following contexts: 

society, learning or culture. This will take place in-centre, and will be sent to the SQA for external 

assessment. This has a mark allocation of 20 marks (12.5% of overall mark). 

Talking Performance 

There are two parts to the performance, both of which you are assessed on: Presentation (10 marks) 

and Conversation (20 marks). This comprises 25% of your overall mark.  

 

For the Presentation component, you carry out a spoken presentation in French.  

 

For the Conversation section, you will take part in a conversation using detailed language on a 

different context and respond to some questions in French.  

 

This will take place in-centre, and is marked in-centre too. 

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics of society, 

learning, employability and culture as well as knowledge about language. This is likely to involve 

preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. Pupils should expect homework in French on 

most days.  
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French  
 

Miss M Denholm 

Level – Advanced Higher 

Entry Requirements – National Five French (Grade B or above). Alternative routes may be 

accepted, at the discretion of the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

Assessment for National Five French is broken into four sections: 

• Reading and Translation Paper  (50 marks) 

• Listening and Discursive Writing Paper (70 marks) 

• Portfolio (30 marks) 

• Talking Performance (50 marks) 

 

You will sit two exams for French: the Reading and Translation paper, and the Listening and 

Discursive Writing paper.  

The Portfolio is completed both in class and at home. This is submitted to the SQA for external 

marking. 

The Talking Performance is a one-off assessment carried out in-centre. The date will be decided by 

your class teacher and the audio will be recorded. 

 

 

  

Aims 

This course is designed to build on prior learning from the Higher French course, and should 

support learners in developing and enhancing their understanding of the language. As we 

know, learning a new language enables candidates to make connections with different 

people and their cultures and to play a fuller part as global citizens. The ability to use 

language effectively lies at the centre of thinking and learning.  

The course provides candidates with the opportunity to develop advanced skills in reading, 

listening, talking and writing, which are essential for learning, for work and for life; to use a 

range of different media effectively for learning and communication; to further develop 

understanding of how language works; and to use high-order language to communicate 

ideas and information. 

The main purpose of the course is to enable candidates to develop independent skills of 

reading, listening, talking and writing in order to understand and use the French language. 
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Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each assessed component of the course can be 

found below. 

Reading and Translation Question Paper  

This question paper has a total mark allocation of 50 marks. The question paper is subdivided into 

two components: Reading 30 marks and Writing 20 marks. 

This question paper has two sections.  

In section 1, candidates read one text in the modern language. The text relates to one of the 

following contexts: society, learning, employability, culture.  

Candidates then respond to questions in English. They provide answers based on comprehension of 

information from the text. In the penultimate question candidates need to identify the overall 

purpose of the text, supporting their answer with reference to points made by the author, and 

comment on the use of language and techniques.  

In section 2, candidates must translate the underlined text, which is divided into ten sense units. 

You will get 1 hour 30 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. This is externally-assessed by the 

SQA. 

 

Listening and Discursive Writing Question Paper 

The question paper has a total mark allocation of 70 marks. This is 35% of the overall marks for the 

course assessment. You can use a dictionary for both sections. 

Section 1: Listening (30 marks) 

This section has two items: 

• item 1: candidates listen to one monologue in the modern language and respond to 

questions worth 10 marks 

• item 2: candidates then listen to one conversation in the modern language, with questions 

worth 20 marks 

Section 2: Discursive Writing (40 marks) 

This section has one item. Candidates write 250–300 words (300–400 Chinese characters) using 

complex and sophisticated language in the modern language. There is a choice of four titles, and 

candidates produce an essay on one of the following contexts: society, learning, employability, 

culture. 

You will get 1 hour and 20 minutes to complete this paper in the exam. This is externally assessed by 

the SQA. 
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Portfolio  

The portfolio has a total mark allocation of 30 marks. This is 15% of the overall marks for the course 

assessment.  

Candidates choose one of the following portfolio options: 

• literature-based  

• media-based 

• language in work-based 

The portfolio requires candidates to produce an essay in English, based on their research into 

literature, media or language in work. The portfolio essay must have an appropriate title, which 

reflects the chosen focus for analysis. 

You will complete your portfolio over a period of time, with reasonable assistance from your 

teacher. The portfolio is externally marked by the SQA. 

Talking Performance 

The performance–talking has a total mark allocation of 50 marks. This is 25% of the overall marks for 

the course assessment.  

The performance–talking requires candidates to take part in a face-to-face discussion in the modern 

language with a visiting assessor from the SQA. During the discussion, candidates talk about themes 

or topics relating to at least one context from society, learning, employability or culture, and their 

portfolio study of literature, media or language in work. 

The date of your Talking assessment will be agreed between the SQA Visiting Assessor and your 

teacher, and will be communicated to you in due course. 

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics of society, 

learning, employability and culture as well as knowledge about language. This is likely to involve 

preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. Pupils should expect homework in French on 

most days.  
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Physical Education 

Mr D Scott & Mr S Meola  
Level – National Four 

Entry Requirements – National 3 Physical Education/ BGE Physical Education Level 3 (or 

equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The Course consists of three mandatory Units, including the Added Value Unit: 

• Physical Education: Performance Skills (National 4)  

• Physical Education: Factors Impacting on Performance (National 4)  

• Added Value Unit: Physical Education: Performance (National 4)  

 

There is no exam for this course; all evidence is collated and assessed on a pass/fail basis in-centres. 

To achieve a National 4 award in this course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including 

the Added Value Unit. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each of the three mandatory units is provided 

below. 

Physical Education: Performance Skills (National 4)  

The general aim of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop a range of 

movement and performance skills in physical activities, in straightforward contexts. Learners will 

develop some consistency in their control, fluency of movement and body and spatial awareness. 

They will also learn how to respond to and meet the physical demands of performance in a safe and 

Aims:  

The National 4 Physical Education Course draws on and progresses from experiences and 

outcomes in physical education, physical activity and sport. Learners are provided with the 

opportunity to build movement and performance skills, improve aspects of fitness and 

maximise active participation and enjoyment by engaging in physical activities. 

The main aims of the Course are to enable the learner to:  

• develop the ability to safely perform a range of movement and performance skills in 

straightforward contexts  

• develop and demonstrate knowledge of factors impacting on performance  

• build capacity to perform effectively  

• develop approaches to enhance personal performance  

• monitor, record and reflect on performance development 

 

 

 



57 | P a g e  

 

effective way. The Unit offers opportunities for personalisation and choice in the selection of 

physical activities. 

Physical Education: Factors Impacting on Performance (National 4)  

Aims: 

The general aim of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to explore and develop their 

knowledge of factors that impact on personal performance in physical activities. Learners will record, 

monitor and reflect on their own performance. There will be opportunities for personalisation and 

choice through the selection of physical activities used in learning and teaching. 

 

Added Value Unit: Physical Education: Performance (National 4)  

The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to provide evidence of added value for the National 

4 Physical Education Course. Learners will prepare for and carry out a performance, which will allow 

them to demonstrate challenge and application. 

 

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics studied. 

This is likely to involve preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. Pupils should expect 

homework in Physical Education on most days.  
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Physical Education  

Mr D Scott & Mr S Meola  
Level – National Five 

Entry Requirements – National Four Physical Education, BGE Physical Education Level Four 

(or equivalent) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The National Five Physical Education course is broken into two sections: 

• Portfolio (worth 60 marks and 50% of your overall mark) 

• Performance (worth 60 marks and 50% of your overall mark) 

 

The portfolio is collated over the course of the year, and is submitted to the SQA for external 

marking. 

The performance takes place in-centre, and is internally assessed. 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each assessed component of the course can be 

found below. 

Portfolio (60 marks) 

The purpose of the portfolio is to assess the candidate’s knowledge and understanding of the 

performance development process. It has three sections:  

• Section 1: Understanding factors that impact on performance  

• Section 2: Planning, developing and implementing approaches to enhance personal 

performance  

• Section 3: Monitoring, recording and evaluating performance development 

Aims: 

The purpose of the course is to enable candidates to demonstrate and develop movement 

and performance skills in physical activities. By engaging in practical activities, candidates 

can demonstrate initiative, decision-making and problem-solving. The course encourages 

candidates to develop a positive attitude towards a healthy lifestyle. It also supports the 

way that individual attitudes, values and behaviours are formed. 

The course aims to enable candidates to:  

• develop the ability to safely perform a comprehensive range of movement and 

performance skills  

• understand factors that impact on personal performance in physical activities  

• build capacity to perform effectively  

• develop approaches to enhance personal performance  

• monitor, record and evaluate performance development 
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The portfolio is sent to the SQA for external assessment. 

Performance (60 marks) 

The purpose of this component is to assess the candidate’s ability to effectively perform in two 

different physical activities. Each single performance event is marked out of 30. 

The performance is internally assessed in-centre. 

 

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics studied. 

This is likely to involve preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. In particular, you will 

be expected to work on elements of your portfolio, as well as on your physical activities for 

performance. Pupils should expect homework in Physical Education on most days.  
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Physical Education  

Mr D Scott & Mr S Meola  
Level – Higher 

Entry Requirements – National Five Physical Education (or equivalent). Alternative routes 

may be accepted, at the discretion of the teacher. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The Higher Physical Education course is broken into 

two sections: 

• Question Paper (worth 50 marks and 50% of 

your overall mark) 

• Performance (worth 60 marks and 50% of your 

overall mark) 

 

There is one SQA exam for this subject, wherein you 

complete the Question Paper. 

The performance takes place in-centre, and is internally 

assessed, with results being submitted to the SQA. 

Aims: 

This course is designed to build on prior learning from the National Five Physical 

Education course, and should support learners in developing and enhancing their 

understanding of this course. 

This course gives candidates the opportunity to develop and enhance their movement 

and performance skills. They develop knowledge and understanding and apply this to the 

analysis and evaluation of performance in physical activities. Candidates develop their 

thinking skills through planning, problem solving and analysing performance. 

The course enables candidates to:  

• develop a broad and comprehensive range of complex movement and 

performance skills, and demonstrate them safely and effectively across a range 

of challenging contexts  

• select and apply skills and make informed decisions to effectively perform in 

physical activities  

• analyse mental, emotional, social and physical factors that impact on 

performance 

• understand how skills, techniques and strategies combine to produce an effective 

performance  

• analyse and evaluate performance 
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Assessment Description 

Question paper (50 marks)  

The question paper assesses the candidates’ ability to integrate and apply knowledge and 

understanding from across the course. It gives candidates an opportunity to demonstrate the 

following skills, knowledge and understanding: 

• analysing factors that impact on performance  

• explaining a range of approaches for developing performance  

• analysing the recording, monitoring and evaluation of performance development  

The question paper has a total mark allocation of 50 marks. This is 50% of the overall marks for the 

course assessment. 

Performance 

The purpose of this component is to assess the candidate’s ability to effectively perform in two 

different physical activities. Each single performance event is marked out of 30. 

The performance is internally assessed in-centre, and is 50% of the overall marks for the course 

assessment. 

 

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics studied. 

This is likely to involve preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. In particular, you will 

be expected to work on your physical activities for performance, as well as studying course content 

in preparation for the exam. Pupils should expect homework in Physical Education on most days.  
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Music 

Mrs E Crossan 

Level – National Four 

Entry Requirements – National 3 Music, BGE Music Level 3 (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The National Four Music course is broken into four sections: 

• Music: Performing Skills (National 4)  

• Music: Composing Skills (National 4)  

• Understanding Music (National 4)  

• Added Value Unit: Music Performance (National 4)  

 
There is no exam for this course; all evidence is collated and assessed on a pass/fail basis in-centres. 

To achieve a National 4 award in this course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including 

the Added Value Unit. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each assessed component of the course can be 

found below. 

Music: Performing Skills (National 4) 

In this Unit, learners will develop performing skills on two selected instruments, or on one selected 

instrument and voice. They will perform level-specific music with sufficient accuracy while 

maintaining the musical flow. Learners will, through regular practice and reflection, develop 

technical and musical performing skills. 

 

 

Aims: 

The purpose of the National 5 Music course is to provide candidates with a broad practical 

experience of performing, creating and understanding music. The course enables candidates 

to work independently or in collaboration with others, and can help them to plan and 

organise, to make decisions and to take responsibility for their own learning.  

The course aims to enable candidates to:  

• broaden their knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by 

listening to music and identifying level-specific music concepts, signs and symbols  

• create original music using compositional methods  

• perform music 
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Music: Composing Skills (National 4) 

In this Unit, learners will experiment with and use compositional methods and music concepts in 

imaginative ways when creating their own music. Learners will reflect on their own creative choices 

and decisions, and develop a basic understanding of how musicians develop their ideas and create 

their music. 

 

Understanding Music (National 4) 

In this Unit, through listening, learners will develop knowledge and understanding of a variety of 

level-specific music concepts and music literacy. They will listen to music extracts and identify which 

specific music concepts are used and where these appear in the music. They will develop an 

understanding of the distinctive sounds of specific music styles and common music signs, symbols 

and terms used in music notation. 

Added Value Unit: Music Performance (National 4) 

This Unit adds value by introducing challenge and application. In the music performance, learners 

will draw on and extend their performing skills in a new context. Learners will prepare and perform a 

programme of music in a solo setting and/or as part of a group. 

 

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics studied. 

This is likely to involve preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. In particular, you will 

be expected to work on your performance and composition skills, as well as working on your Added 

Value Unit out with class. 
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Music 

Mrs E Crossan 

Level – National Five 

Entry Requirements – National Four Music, BGE Music Level Four (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The National Five Music course is broken into three sections: 

• Question Paper (35% of overall course award) 

• Assignment (15% of overall course award) 

• Performance (50% of overall course award) 

 
You will sit one SQA exam for this course: the Question paper. This is assessed by the SQA. 

You will work on the Assignment over the course of the year, which is sent to the SQA for 

assessment. 

The Performance is assessed by an external assessor – the exact date for the final performance is 

given to the centre by the SQA, and you will be advised of the date by your class teacher as soon as 

they have it. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each assessed component of the course can be 

found below. 

Question Paper (35% of overall course award) 

The question paper has 40 marks. Within it, candidates demonstrate their conceptual knowledge 
and understanding of music by responding to questions that relate to excerpts of music in different 
styles. A range of question types are used in the question paper. All questions in the question paper 
are mandatory. 

Aims: 

The purpose of the National 5 Music course is to provide candidates with a broad practical 

experience of performing, creating and understanding music. The course enables candidates 

to work independently or in collaboration with others, and can help them to plan and 

organise, to make decisions and to take responsibility for their own learning.  

The course aims to enable candidates to:  

• broaden their knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by 

listening to music and identifying level-specific music concepts, signs and symbols  

• create original music using compositional methods  

• perform music  
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You will get 45 minutes in the exam to complete the Question Paper. 

Assignment (15% of overall course award) 

The purpose of the composing assignment is to explore and develop musical ideas to create music. 
The assignment has two parts:  

• composing one piece of music  
• reviewing the composing process  

The composed piece may be in any style/genre and must last between a minimum of 1 minute and a 
maximum of 2 minutes and 30 seconds.  

The assignment has 30 marks, and is submitted to SQA for external marking. 
 

Performance (50% of overall course award) 

The purpose of the performance is to allow candidates to demonstrate skills on either two selected 
instruments, or on a selected instrument and voice.  

The performance can be solo and/or in a group setting. The overall programme must be a minimum 
of 8 minutes and must not exceed 8 minutes and 30 seconds. The performance time on either of the 
two selected instruments, or instrument and voice, must be a minimum of 2 minutes within the 
overall 8 minute programme.  

The performance has 60 marks (50% of the overall course award). Each programme is marked out of 

30 and individual pieces of music given a mark out of 10. 

 

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics studied. 

This is likely to involve preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. In particular, you will 

be expected to work on your performance and composition skills over the course of the year, as well 

as learning curricular content. 
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Music 

Mrs E Crossan 

Level – Advanced Higher 

Entry Requirements – Higher Music (Grade B or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The Advanced Higher Music course is broken into three sections: 

• Question Paper (35% of overall course award) 

• Assignment (15% of overall course award) 

• Performance (50% of overall course award) 

 
You will sit one SQA exam for this course: the Question paper. This is assessed by the SQA. 

You will work on the Assignment over the course of the year, which is sent to the SQA for 

assessment. 

The Performance is assessed by an external assessor – the exact date for the final performance is 

given to the centre by the SQA, and you will be advised of the date by your class teacher as soon as 

they have it. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each assessed component of the course can be 

found below. 

Question Paper (35% of overall course award) 

The question paper has 40 marks. Within it, candidates demonstrate their conceptual knowledge 
and understanding of music by responding to questions that relate to excerpts of music in different 
styles.  The question paper gives candidates an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills: aural 

Aims: 

The purpose of the Advanced Higher Music course is to provide candidates with a broad 

practical experience of performing, creating and understanding music. The course enables 

candidates to work independently or in collaboration with others, and can help them to plan 

and organise, to make decisions and to take responsibility for their own learning.  

The course aims to enable candidates to:  

• broaden their knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by 

listening to music and identifying level-specific music concepts, signs and symbols  

• create original music using compositional methods  

• perform music  
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perception, discrimination and analytical thinking; and knowledge and understanding of a range of 
music styles, concepts and music literacy. 

You will get 1 hour 15 minutes in the exam to complete the Question Paper. 

Assignment (15% of overall course award) 

The assignment allows candidates to explore and develop musical ideas to create music. It has three 
parts: 

• composing or arranging one piece of music  

• reviewing the creative process of their composition or arrangement  

• analysing a chosen piece of music 

The composed piece or arrangement can be in any style or genre and must last a minimum of 1 
minute and a maximum of 4 minutes and 30 seconds. 

The assignment is carried out over an extended period of time in open-book conditions, allowing 
candidates to develop and refine their work before it is presented for assessment. Candidates start 
their assignment at an appropriate point in the course, as determined by their teacher or lecturer, 
allowing for personalisation. 

The assignment is worth 20 marks, and is submitted to SQA for external marking. 
 

Performance/ Performance and Portfolio (50% of overall course award) 

The performance on instrument 1 is a mandatory course assessment component.  

The performance on instrument 2 is an optional course assessment component. Candidates 
complete either this or the portfolio. 

Performance on Two Instruments 

For candidates performing on instrument 1 and instrument 2, the total performance time for both 
instruments must be a minimum of 18 minutes and must not exceed 20 minutes. 

Candidates do not need to perform for an equal length of time on each of their instruments, or on 
their instrument and voice. The performance time on either of the two selected instruments must be 
a minimum of 6 minutes within the overall programme. 

• Performance — instrument 1 has 30 marks out of a total of 120 marks. This is scaled by SQA 
to represent 25% of the overall marks for the course assessment.  

• Performance — instrument 2 has 30 marks out of a total of 120 marks. This is scaled by SQA 
to represent 25% of the overall marks for the course assessment.  

Performance on One Instrument 

For candidates performing on one instrument, the total performance time must be a minimum of 6 
minutes and must not exceed 8 minutes. 
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Performance — instrument 1 has 30 marks out of a total of 120 marks. This is scaled by SQA to 
represent 25% of the overall marks for the course assessment.  

Candidates can perform their programme of music for instrument 1 solo and/or in a group setting. 
The programme of music must include a minimum of two contrasting pieces of music. These pieces 
must be of an appropriate level of difficulty. 

The performance can be solo and/or in a group setting. The overall programme must be a minimum 
of 8 minutes and must not exceed 8 minutes and 30 seconds. The performance time on either of the 
two selected instruments, or instrument and voice, must be a minimum of 2 minutes within the 
overall 8 minute programme.  

Portfolio (Optional – alongside 1 Instrument Performance) 

The portfolio is an optional course assessment component. Candidates either complete this or the 

performance on instrument 2. 

The portfolio option allows candidates to explore and develop musical ideas to create music.  

It has two parts: 

• composing and/or arranging music  

• reviewing the creative process of their composition(s) or arrangement(s) 

The portfolio has 30 marks out of a total of 120 marks. This is scaled by SQA to represent 25% of the 

overall marks for the course assessment.  

The portfolio is carried out over an extended period of time in open-book conditions, allowing 

candidates to develop and refine their work before it is presented for assessment.  

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics studied. 

This is likely to involve preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. In particular, you will 

be expected to work on your performance and composition skills over the course of the year, as well 

as learning curricular content. 
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Music Technology 

Mrs E Crossan 

Level – National Four 

Entry Requirements – BGE Music Level 3 (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The Course consists of three mandatory Units: 

 

• Music Technology Skills (National 4) 

• Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music (National 4) 

• Music Technology in Context (National 4) 

• Added Value Unit: Music Technology Assignment (National 4) 

You will sit no external SQA exam for this course, but all units must be passed to receive the course 

award. Units are internally assessed. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each assessed component of the course can be 

found below. 

Music Technology Skills (National 4) 

In this Unit, learners will develop skills and techniques relating to the use of music technology 

hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio. Learners will explore a range of uses of 

this technology through practical activities. 

Aims: 

The purpose of the National 4 Music Technology Course is to enable learners to develop 
their knowledge and understanding of music technology and of music concepts, 
particularly those relevant to 20th and 21st century music, and to engage in the 
development of technical and creative skills through practical learning. This course will 
provide opportunities for learners to develop their interest in music technology and to 
develop skills and knowledge relevant to the needs of the music industry. 
 
The course aims to enable candidates to: 

• develop basic skills in the use of music technology hardware and software to 
capture and manipulate audio 

• use music technology creatively in sound production in straightforward contexts 

• develop understanding of a range of 20th and 21st century musical styles and 
genres 

• reflect on their own work and that of others 
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Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music (National 4) 

In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge and understanding of 20th and 21stcentury musical 

styles and genres, and an understanding of related music technology developments. 

Music Technology in Context (National 4) 

In this Unit, learners will use music technology skills in a range of contexts such as live performance, 

radio broadcast, composing and/or sound design for film, TV themes, adverts and computer gaming. 

Added Value Unit: Music Technology Assignment (National 4) 

This Unit requires the learner to apply and integrate skills, knowledge and understanding from the 

other Units to plan and carry out a short creative production using music technology. 

 

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics studied. 

This is likely to involve preparation for discussion and writing on these topics.  
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Music Technology 

Mrs E Crossan 

Level – National Five 

Entry Requirements – BGE Music Level 4 (or equivalent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Snapshot 

The National Five Music Technology course is broken into two sections: 

• Question Paper (30% of overall course award) 

• Assignment (70% of overall course award) 

 
You will sit one SQA exam for this course: the Question paper. This is assessed by the SQA. 

You will work on the Assignment over the course of the year, which is sent to the SQA for 

assessment. 

 

Assessment Description 

Further information about the curricular content of each assessed component of the course can be 

found below. 

 

 

Aims: 

The purpose of the National 5 Music Technology course is to enable candidates to develop their 
knowledge and understanding of music technology and music concepts, particularly those 
relevant to 20th and 21st century music. Candidates develop technical and creative skills through 
practical learning. The course provides opportunities for candidates to develop their interest in 
music technology and to develop skills and knowledge relevant to the needs of the music 
industry. 
 
The course aims to enable candidates to: 

• develop skills in the analysis of music in the context of a range of 20th and 21st century 
musical styles and genres  

• develop an understanding of aspects of the music industry, including a basic awareness of 
implications of intellectual property rights 

• develop skills in the use of music technology hardware and software to capture and 
manipulate audio 

• use music technology creatively in sound production in a range of contexts 

• critically reflect on their own work and that of others  
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Question Paper (30% of overall course award) 

The question paper requires candidates to use listening skills and to draw on and apply knowledge 

and understanding of a sample of all the technological terms, styles and genres, and music concepts 

provided.  

The question paper has 40 marks (30% of the overall course award). It consists of questions relating 
to music excerpts in a range of 20th and 21st century styles and genres. A range of question types 
are used, assessing understanding of relevant music and technological concepts. 

You will get 1 hour in the exam to complete the Question Paper. 

Assignment (70% of overall course award) 

The purpose of the assignment is to assess practical application of knowledge and skills from the 
course to plan, implement and evaluate creative productions using music technology. 

The assignment comprises two meaningful and appropriately challenging tasks. The candidate is 
required to draw on and apply technological and musical skills and knowledge, at an appropriate 
level, developed throughout the course. The creative productions may be in any two appropriate 
contexts, such as (but not limited to) live performance, multi-track recording, radio broadcast, 
composing and sound design for film, audiobooks and computer gaming. 

For each task, marks are awarded for: 

• Planning the production – 10 marks 

• Implementing the production – 30 marks 

• Evaluating the production – 10 marks 

The assignment has 100 marks. Each of the tasks has 50 marks, providing a combined total of 100 
marks. This assignment will be carried out over an extended period of time in open-book conditions, 
allowing candidates to develop and refine their work before it is presented for assessment.  

Evidence is submitted to SQA for external marking. All marking is quality assured by SQA. 

Homework 

Homework is a vital component of the course and will include tasks related to the topics studied. 

This is likely to involve preparation for discussion and writing on these topics. In particular, you will 

be expected to work on your portfolio over the course of the year, as well as learning curricular 

content. 
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STEM Faculty 
Heads of Faculty –  

Mrs J Drife (0.8) and Mr C Yuill (0.2) 
 
Mathematics  
Mrs J Drife, Miss S Hardy & Mrs Z Johnston  
Level – National 5        
 
 
 
 
 

Course Structure: 

The N5 Mathematics course is designed to develop essential mathematical skills, including problem-
solving, analytical thinking, and numerical proficiency. The course is divided into three main units: 

1. Expressions and Formulae: Focuses on algebraic manipulation, simplification, and the use of 
mathematical expressions and formulae. 

2. Relationships: Covers linear relationships, equations, and their graphs, alongside an 
introduction to trigonometry. 

3. Applications: Introduces mathematical concepts in real-world contexts, including geometry, 
vectors, and statistical methods. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Each unit includes internal assessments to evaluate understanding 
and application of key concepts. 

• Final Examination: A two-paper external assessment: 
o Paper 1 (non-calculator): Assesses core numerical and algebraic skills. 
o Paper 2 (calculator): Focuses on applied problem-solving and data handling. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Critical Thinking: Analyzing and interpreting mathematical problems. 
• Creativity: Applying mathematical concepts in diverse contexts. 
• Resilience: Building confidence through problem-solving. 
• Numeracy: Developing accuracy in calculations and logical reasoning. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Students access a broad and balanced curriculum. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Encourages development of talents and abilities to the 

fullest potential. 

 

Aims 
This Course will develop and extend skills for further learning, as well as skills for life and work. 
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Mathematics  
Mrs J Drife, Miss S Hardy & Mrs Z Johnston  
Level – Higher                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Structure: 

Higher Mathematics builds upon prior knowledge to enhance mathematical reasoning and problem-
solving skills. The course is structured into three units: 

1. Expressions and Functions: Includes polynomial and exponential functions, logarithms, and 
algebraic expressions. 

2. Relationships and Calculus: Introduces differentiation and integration alongside in-depth 
exploration of trigonometry and equations. 

3. Applications: Focuses on vectors, sequences, series, and statistics in practical contexts. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Regular assessments within each unit to ensure mastery of concepts. 
• Final Examination: A two-paper external assessment: 

o Paper 1 (non-calculator): Tests essential skills and mathematical reasoning. 
o Paper 2 (calculator): Includes advanced problem-solving and real-world applications. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Problem-Solving: Tackling complex and abstract problems. 
• Logical Reasoning: Enhancing structured thinking processes. 
• Adaptability: Applying mathematical techniques to novel situations. 
• Numeracy: Strengthening precision and interpretation of data. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Ensures equitable access to advanced mathematical 
learning. 

• Article 29: Goals of education — Promotes intellectual development and lifelong learning. 

Aims 
Mathematics courses at all levels aim to: 
(a) contribute to students' personal development and overall education. 
(b) enable students to develop the mathematical skills required for their present needs, both 

in and out of school and to prepare them for further study and training. 
(c) develop in students an appreciation and enjoyment of mathematics and an awareness of 

its importance in society. 
 
This course is particularly suitable for candidates who:  
¨ have demonstrated an aptitude for National 5 Mathematics  
¨ are interested in developing mathematical techniques to use in further study or in the 
workplace 
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Mathematics 
Mrs J Drife, Miss S Hardy & Mrs Z Johnston  
Level –  Advanced Higher                                    

 
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  

 
 

Course Structure: 

Advanced Higher Mathematics is designed for students aiming to pursue mathematics or related 
fields at an advanced level. The course covers: 

1. Methods in Algebra and Calculus: Advanced techniques in differentiation, integration, and 
algebraic manipulation. 

2. Applications of Mathematics: Includes complex numbers, matrices, and systems of 
equations. 

3. Geometry, Proof, and Systems of Equations: Explores rigorous proof, vectors in 3D, and 
coordinate geometry. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Continuous assessments to monitor progress and understanding. 
• Final Examination: A comprehensive assessment of all course content, testing both theory 

and applications. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Innovative Thinking: Exploring advanced mathematical concepts. 
• Strategic Planning: Developing structured approaches to complex problems. 
• Resilience: Tackling challenging concepts with perseverance. 
• Numeracy: Applying high-level quantitative reasoning and analysis. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Provides opportunities for academic advancement. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Fosters the development of mathematical expertise and 

critical thinking for future careers. 

Aims 
Mathematics courses at all levels aim to: 
(d) contribute to students' personal development and overall education. 
(e) enable students to develop the mathematical skills required for their present needs, both 

in and out of school and to prepare them for further study and training. 
(f)  develop in students an appreciation and enjoyment of mathematics and an awareness of 

its importance in society. 
 
This course is particularly suitable for candidates who:  
¨ are aiming to persue mathematics or related fields at an advanced level. 
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Mathematics  
Mrs J Drife, Miss S Hardy & Mrs Z Johnston  
Level –  Higher Application of Mathematics 
 
    
 

                            

 
 
 
 
 

Course Structures 

Higher Applications of Mathematics develops advanced skills in applying mathematical techniques to 
solve real-life problems. The course includes four main units: 

1. Finance: Covers complex financial mathematics, including loans, savings, and investments. 
2. Statistics: Focuses on interpreting, analyzing, and presenting data using statistical 

techniques. 
3. Geometry and Measurement: Includes advanced applications of geometry, trigonometry, 

and measurement in practical contexts. 
4. Numerical Skills: Develops proficiency in numerical calculations, estimation, and problem-

solving. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Includes assessments within each unit to verify mastery of concepts. 
• Final Examination: A two-paper external assessment: 

o Paper 1 (non-calculator): Assesses fundamental numerical skills and reasoning. 
o Paper 2 (calculator): Focuses on data analysis, finance, and applied problem-solving. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Analytical Thinking: Analyzing and interpreting data for informed decision-making. 
• Financial Literacy: Building confidence in handling personal and business finances. 
• Problem-Solving: Applying advanced mathematics to practical situations. 
• Global Awareness: Understanding the role of mathematics in global and societal contexts. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Provides access to advanced mathematical tools for daily 
life and career development. 

Article 29: Goals of education — Promotes the development of mathematical skills to contribute to 
society and the economy 

Aims 
Mathematics courses at all levels aim to: 
(g) contribute to students' personal development and overall education. 
(h) enable students to develop the mathematical skills required for their present needs, both 

in and out of school and to prepare them for further study and training. 
(i)  develop in students an appreciation and enjoyment of mathematics and an awareness of 

its importance in society. 
 
This course is likely to be delivered online through @SWConnects 
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Physics 
Miss S Kadel 
Level – National 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Structure:  

National 5 Physics introduces fundamental principles of physics through three key units: 

1. Dynamics and Space: Covers motion, forces, space exploration, and gravity. 
2. Electricity and Energy: Explores circuits, power, energy transfer, and electrical safety. 
3. Waves and Radiation: Focuses on wave properties, sound, the electromagnetic spectrum, 

and nuclear radiation. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Regular assessments to monitor knowledge and experimental skills. 
• Assignment: An individual research task, analysing a chosen physics-related topic. 
• Final Examination: Comprises two sections: 

o Section 1: Multiple-choice questions. 
o Section 2: Structured and extended-response questions. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Scientific Inquiry: Applying principles to real-world scenarios. 
• Critical Thinking: Evaluating experimental results and problem-solving. 
• Technological Awareness: Understanding advancements in physics-based technology. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Ensuring equal opportunities in scientific learning. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Encouraging curiosity and exploration in physics. 

Aims of the Course: 
The aims of the course are for candidates to:  
¨ develop and apply knowledge and understanding of physics  
¨ develop an understanding of the impact of physics on everyday life  
¨ develop an understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues and relevant 
applications of physics, including the impact these could make on society and the 
environment  
¨ develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills  
¨ develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a physics context   
¨ develop the skills to use technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical 
scientific activities  
¨ develop planning skills  
¨ develop problem-solving skills in a physics context  
¨ use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate ideas and 
issues and to make scientifically informed choices  
¨ develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in physics  
¨ develop skills of independent working 
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Physics       
Miss S Kadel                 
Level - Higher         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 

 

Course Structure: 

Higher Physics builds upon National 5 concepts with a greater depth of understanding through three 
main units: 

1. Our Dynamic Universe: Covers motion, forces, special relativity, and the expansion of the 
universe. 

2. Electricity: Focuses on electrical circuits, semiconductors, and capacitance. 
3. Particles and Waves: Explores quantum physics, nuclear reactions, and wave-particle 

duality. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Continuous evaluation of theoretical knowledge and practical skills. 
• Assignment: A detailed investigation into a physics-related concept, developing analytical 

skills. 
• Final Examination: 

o Section 1: Multiple-choice questions. 
o Section 2: Structured and extended-response questions. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Problem-Solving: Applying physics laws to theoretical and real-world problems. 
• Data Analysis: Interpreting and evaluating experimental data. 
• Innovation: Understanding emerging physics technologies and their applications. 

Aims 
The course aims to:  
¨ develop and apply knowledge and understanding of physics  
¨ develop an understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues and relevant 
applications of physics  
¨ develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills  
¨ develop scientific analytical thinking skills, including scientific evaluation, in a physics 
context  
¨ develop the skills to use technology, equipment and materials safely, in practical scientific 
activities  
¨ develop planning skills  
¨ develop problem-solving skills in a physics context  
¨ use and understand scientific literacy to communicate ideas and issues and to make 
scientifically informed choices  
¨ develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in physics  
¨ develop skills of independent working 
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UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Supporting students in advanced scientific learning. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Fostering curiosity and problem-solving in physics. 
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Physics 
Miss S Kadel 
Level – Advanced Higher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Structure:  

Advanced Higher Physics expands on Higher Physics principles, incorporating more complex 
theoretical and practical work across four areas: 

1. Rotational Motion and Astrophysics: Studies rotational dynamics, gravitation, and stellar 
physics. 

2. Quanta and Waves: Examines wave-particle duality, lasers, and interference. 
3. Electromagnetism: Covers electric and magnetic fields, capacitors, and electromagnetic 

induction. 
4. Investigating Physics: A research-based unit developing experimental, analytical, and 

reporting skills. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Advanced problem-solving and experimental techniques evaluation. 
• Project: An in-depth investigative study, requiring independent research and analysis. 
• Final Examination: 

o Section 1: Multiple-choice questions. 
o Section 2: Structured and extended-response questions. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Independent Research: Conducting in-depth physics investigations. 
• Analytical Thinking: Applying mathematical and theoretical models. 
• Scientific Communication: Presenting research findings clearly and effectively. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Providing equitable access to advanced scientific education. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Promoting independent inquiry and lifelong scientific 

engagement. 

 
 
 
 
 

Aims of the Course: 
 To Expand on the Higher Physics principles and expand on more complex theoretical and 
practical work.  
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Chemistry 
Miss S Manir          
Level – National 5          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Course Structure: 

The N5 Chemistry course introduces fundamental chemical principles and their applications through 
three main units: 

1. Chemical Changes and Structure: Focuses on reaction rates, atomic structure, bonding, and 
acids and bases. 

2. Nature’s Chemistry: Covers hydrocarbons, alcohols, and everyday consumer products. 
3. Chemistry in Society: Explores metals, plastics, fertilisers, and chemical analysis. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Unit assessments to evaluate understanding of key concepts. 
• Assignment: Students complete a practical or research-based task to demonstrate their 

ability to apply chemistry in a real-world context. 
• Final Examination: A single paper assessing knowledge, understanding, and problem-solving 

abilities. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Analytical Thinking: Solving chemical problems and interpreting data. 
• Environmental Awareness: Understanding the chemical basis of sustainability. 
• Collaboration: Working on practical tasks and experiments. 
• Numeracy: Applying mathematical skills in calculations and data interpretation. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Provides a foundation for scientific literacy. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Promotes an understanding of chemical impacts on society 

and the environment. 

Aims: 

• develop and apply knowledge and understanding of chemistry.  

• develop an understanding of chemistry’s role in scientific issues and relevant 
appications of chemistry, including the impact these could make in society and the 
environment.  

• develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills.  

• develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a chemistry context.  

• develop the use of technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical scientific 
activities.  

• develop planning skills.  

• develop problem solving skills in a chemistry context.  

• use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate ideas and 
issues and to make scientifically informed choices.  

• develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in chemistry.  

• develop skills of independent working . 
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Chemistry 
Miss S Manir    
Level - Higher                

 
•  

 
 
 
 

Course Structure: 

Higher Chemistry deepens students’ understanding of chemistry concepts and their applications. 
The course is divided into four units: 

1. Chemical Changes and Structure: Includes collision theory, enthalpy changes, and periodic 
trends. 

2. Nature’s Chemistry: Focuses on organic chemistry, including the chemistry of alcohols, 
esters, and amines. 

3. Chemistry in Society: Explores industrial chemistry, chemical analysis, and environmental 
chemistry. 

4. Researching Chemistry: Develops skills in experimental design and investigative techniques. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Tests for each unit to ensure understanding of content and skills. 
• Assignment: A research or practical project to demonstrate the application of chemistry in a 

meaningful context. 
• Final Examination: Includes: 

o Section 1: Multiple-choice questions. 
o Section 2: Structured and extended-response questions. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Problem-Solving: Tackling complex chemical scenarios. 
• Innovation: Exploring creative solutions to chemical challenges. 
• Critical Thinking: Evaluating chemical data and experimental results. 
• Global Citizenship: Understanding chemistry’s role in addressing global challenges. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Ensures access to advanced scientific knowledge. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Encourages students to contribute to sustainability and 

innovation in chemistry. 

 

Aims 
To extend the students Knowledge and Understanding in Chemistry, while further developing 
the Problem Solving and practical skills associated with scientific enquiry.  The course provides 
a grounding for the future study of Chemistry and related subjects for students wishing to 
pursue a career in a science-based area. 
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Chemistry 
Miss S Manir    
Level - Advanced Higher               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Delivery:  This course is likely to be delivered in-person at Lockerbie Academy, and would require 
young people to make their own way to and from Lockerbie, utilising free bus travel where possible. 

Course Structure: 

Advanced Higher Chemistry provides an in-depth understanding of chemical principles and research 
methodologies. The course includes: 

1. Inorganic and Physical Chemistry: Covers advanced bonding theories, transition metals, 
thermodynamics, and reaction kinetics. 

2. Organic Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis: Includes aromatic chemistry, molecular 
synthesis, and techniques like spectroscopy. 

3. Researching Chemistry: Focuses on designing, conducting, and reporting on chemical 
investigations. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Regular evaluations of theoretical and practical knowledge. 
• Project: A research-based project where students conduct experiments, analyze data, and 

present findings. 
• Final Examination: A comprehensive test of advanced chemistry knowledge and skills, 

including: 
o Structured questions. 
o Problem-solving scenarios. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Research Skills: Conducting and analyzing advanced experiments. 
• Data Literacy: Handling complex datasets and applying statistical tools. 
• Innovative Thinking: Applying chemistry to solve new challenges. 
• Resilience: Managing complex projects and overcoming challenges in research. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Supports academic excellence in chemistry. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Fosters expertise and innovation for addressing societal 

and environmental needs. 

Aims 
The course aims to develop the students' knowledge and understanding of their physical and 
natural environments.  The course builds on the Higher level course, developing further the 
underlying theories of chemistry and the practical skills used in the laboratory.  The course is 
particularly suitable for students who wish to progress to degree courses, either in chemistry 
or in subjects where chemistry is a major component such as medicine, chemical engineering 
and the environmental sciences.  It also provides a sound basis for entry into chemistry related 
employment. 
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Biology  
Mrs M Ayling & Mr J Page   
Level -  National 5                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Course Structure: 

The N5 Biology course introduces students to the fundamental principles of biology through three 
main units: 

1. Cell Biology: Covers cell structure, processes such as respiration and photosynthesis, and 
DNA and the production of proteins. 

2. Multicellular Organisms: Explores body systems, reproduction, growth, and control systems 
in plants and animals. 

3. Life on Earth: Focuses on ecosystems, biodiversity, and the impact of human activity on the 
environment. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Unit assessments focus on key concepts and practical skills. 
• Assignment: Students complete a research-based assignment to demonstrate the 

application of knowledge in a specific biological context. 
• Final Examination: A single external examination paper, testing knowledge, understanding, 

and problem-solving skills. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Analytical Thinking: Interpreting biological data and evaluating evidence. 
• Creativity: Designing experiments and exploring biological concepts. 
• Resilience: Developing confidence through challenging problem-solving tasks. 
• Environmental Awareness: Understanding human impacts on ecosystems. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Ensures a well-rounded introduction to biology. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Encourages awareness of global challenges and 

environmental stewardship. 

 

Aims: 
Pupils will gain knowledge and understanding of biology, and develop this through a variety of 
approaches, including practical activities. By completing this Course, pupils will develop 
important skills, attitudes and attributes related to biology, including: scientific and analytical 
thinking skills in a biological context; understanding of biological issues; knowledge and 
understanding of biological concepts; and understanding of relevant applications of biology in 
society. 
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Biology 
Mrs M Ayling & Mr J Page     
Level - Higher        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Structure: 

Higher Biology develops deeper understanding of biological concepts and processes, structured 
around three units: 

1. DNA and the Genome: Studies molecular biology, genetic engineering, and genomics. 
2. Metabolism and Survival: Focuses on cellular respiration, enzymes, and adaptations for 

survival. 
3. Sustainability and Interdependence: Explores food production, biodiversity, and ecological 

interactions. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Ongoing assessments of understanding and practical skills. 
• Assignment: A research-based investigation, allowing students to demonstrate depth of 

understanding in a biological topic. 
• Final Examination: A two-section exam: 

o Section 1: Multiple-choice questions. 
o Section 2: Structured and extended-response questions. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Problem-Solving: Tackling complex biological issues. 
• Data Interpretation: Analyzing experimental results and making informed conclusions. 
• Global Citizenship: Understanding biodiversity and sustainability challenges. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Provides equitable access to advanced biological studies. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Promotes lifelong learning and scientific inquiry. 

 
 
 

Aims 
The course builds on the work done at National 5 and contributes to the general education of 
students through involvement in the process of scientific investigation.  It also provides an 
insight into the application of biological principles to relevant areas of human activity as a basis 
for further study and an appreciation of the place of biology in related employment and leisure 
opportunities. 
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Biology  
Mrs M Ayling & Mr J Page    
Level - Advanced Higher                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Structure: 

Advanced Higher Biology provides an in-depth exploration of biological concepts, preparing students 
for higher education and research. The course covers: 

1. Cells and Proteins: Advanced studies in cell structure, proteins, and molecular techniques. 
2. Organisms and Evolution: Explores evolution, behaviour, and biodiversity. 
3. Investigative Biology: Focuses on experimental design, data analysis, and interpretation. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Regular assessments on theoretical and practical knowledge. 
• Project: Students undertake a research-based project, applying experimental and analytical 

skills to a chosen biological topic. 
• Final Examination: Includes extended-response and problem-solving questions. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Research Skills: Designing and conducting biological experiments. 
• Data Literacy: Interpreting complex datasets and presenting findings. 
• Innovation: Applying biological knowledge to new challenges. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Supports advanced academic achievement. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Encourages excellence in scientific research and 

environmental awareness. 

 
 

 
  

Aims 
The course aims to provide opportunities to study a wide range of biological topics which build 
on the concepts developed in Higher Biology.  It is hoped that the range of topics, ideas, 
methodologies and philosophies encountered during the course will continue to exercise the 
mind of students and contribute to their awareness of the biological benefits and impact of 
the subject in their everyday lives.  The course aims to provide a general basis for further study 
or employment in areas related to biology. 
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Human Biology  
Mrs M Ayling & Mr J Page    
Level - Higher        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Structure: 

Higher Human Biology focuses on the biological systems and processes specific to humans. The 
course includes: 

1. Human Cells: Covers cellular respiration, stem cells, and the structure and function of DNA. 
2. Physiology and Health: Studies reproduction, cardiovascular health, and homeostasis. 
3. Neurobiology and Communication: Examines the nervous system, memory, and 

communication. 
4. Immunology and Public Health: Explores the immune system, vaccination, and 

epidemiology. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Tests knowledge and application within each unit. 
• Assignment: Involves in-depth investigation of a human biology topic. 
• Final Examination: Includes multiple-choice, structured, and extended-response questions. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Critical Thinking: Understanding and analyzing complex biological systems. 
• Empathy: Appreciating the physiological and health challenges humans face. 
• Problem-Solving: Investigating solutions to health and biological issues. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Promotes scientific literacy and health awareness. 
• Article 29: Goals of education — Encourages the development of knowledge for global 

health challenges. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aims 
Higher Human Biology focuses on the biological systems and processes specific to humans.   
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Graphic Communication 
Mr S Spellacy 
Level – National 5        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Structure: 

The N5 Graphic Communication course focuses on developing skills in creating and interpreting 
graphics. The course is divided into two main units: 

1. 2D Graphic Communication: Covers technical drawing skills, CAD (Computer-Aided Design), 
and the use of graphic standards. 

2. 3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication: Focuses on 3D modeling, rendering techniques, 
and creating pictorial drawings for various applications. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Unit-based assessments to evaluate knowledge and practical skills. 
• Assignment: Students complete a project involving the creation of graphic solutions for a 

given brief. 
• Final Examination: A written paper assessing theoretical knowledge, standards, and 

problem-solving skills. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Creativity: Designing innovative and effective graphic solutions. 
• Technical Skills: Mastering CAD and manual drawing techniques. 
• Critical Thinking: Solving design and communication problems. 
• Attention to Detail: Ensuring accuracy and compliance with standards. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Provides foundational knowledge and skills for graphic 
design and communication. 

• Article 29: Goals of education — Encourages creativity and innovation in design. 

 
 
 

Aims 
Graphic Communication in all its forms is vital to society.  Graphic communication is a means of 
passing on information graphically and is used in various forms in many aspects of life including 
education, industry and commerce.  This course is designed to increase your awareness of the 
use of graphic and to learn about the technology used to create them.  It provides a useful basis 
for further study and/or employment in a range of related fields. 
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Graphic Communication 
Mr S Spellacy 
Level - Higher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Structure: 

The Higher Graphic Communication course advances students' skills in graphic design, 
communication, and technology. The course is structured into two main units: 

1. 2D Graphic Communication: Includes advanced technical drawing, CAD techniques, and the 
application of graphic standards. 

2. 3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication: Focuses on complex 3D modeling, visualization, 
and presentation techniques. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Unit assessments to evaluate skills and understanding. 
• Assignment: A detailed project requiring students to create innovative graphic solutions for 

a specific brief. 
• Final Examination: A two-section written exam assessing theoretical and applied knowledge. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Analytical Thinking: Interpreting and solving design challenges. 
• Precision: Producing accurate and detailed technical graphics. 
• Communication: Presenting design ideas effectively. 
• Problem-Solving: Addressing complex design and communication tasks. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Offers access to advanced graphic communication 
techniques. 

• Article 29: Goals of education — Promotes the development of technical and creative 
abilities. 

 

 
 

Aims 
Communication in all its forms is vital to society. Graphic Communication is a means of passing 
on information graphically and is used, in various forms, in many aspects of life including 
education, industry and commerce. From Engineering and Architecture to game design and 
health care, Graphics and 3D computer modelling form a pivotal role in today’s highly technical 
computer driven careers.  This course is designed to make you aware of the use of graphics and 
to learn about the techniques used to create them. 
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Graphic Communication 
Mr S Spellacy 
Level – Advanced Higher 
 

Delivery:  This course is offered online, through @SWConnects.  

Course Structure: 
The Advanced Higher Graphic Communication course builds on prior knowledge, refining students' 
expertise in graphic design, communication, and digital visualization. The course is structured into 
two key areas: 

1. Technical Graphics and Commercial Practice: 
o Advanced CAD modelling and rendering techniques. 
o Complex orthographic, sectional, and assembly drawings. 
o Industry-standard graphic conventions and applications. 

2. Visual Communication and Presentation: 
o High-level pictorial, 3D, and motion graphics. 
o Application of design principles in digital and print media. 
o User-centered design and professional presentation methods. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Unit-based evaluations focusing on technical proficiency and 
creativity. 

• Project Assignment: An independent investigative project where students develop an 
innovative graphic solution for a real-world context. 

• Final Examination: A written exam testing advanced theoretical knowledge and applied 
skills. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Critical Thinking: Evaluating and refining complex design solutions. 
• Precision and Accuracy: Mastering industry-standard techniques and conventions. 
• Professional Communication: Presenting design concepts effectively in various media. 
• Strategic Problem-Solving: Addressing technical and creative challenges with innovative 

solutions. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Encourages access to industry-relevant graphic 
communication skills. 

• Article 29: Goals of education — Supports the development of advanced technical and 
creative competencies. 
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Design and Manufacture 

Mr S Spellacy 
Level – Higher 

Preferred Entry Qualifications - National 5 Design and Manufacture  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content & Skills 
 
As well as the Course assessment, the Course includes two mandatory Units:- 
 
Design and Manufacture: Design (Higher) 
This Unit covers the processes of product design from brief to resolved design proposals and 
specification. It helps learners develop skills in initiating, developing, articulating and communicating 
design proposals for products. It allows them to gain skills and experience in evaluating design 
proposals in order to refine, improve and resolve them. It allows them to develop an appreciation of 
design concepts and the various factors that influence the design and manufacture of products. 
 
Design and Manufacture: Materials and Manufacturing (Higher) 
This Unit covers the processes of product design from design proposals to prototype. It allows learners 
to gain skills in planning and making models and prototypes. It helps learners to ‘close the design loop’ 
by manufacturing a set of design ideas. It allows them to develop an appreciation of manufacturing 
practicalities. It allows them to strengthen an appreciation of the various factors that influence the 
design and manufacture of products. It allows learners to consider the manufacturing techniques and 
processes that would apply to a design proposal in an industrial/commercial context. 
 
Assessment 
 
The learner will draw on, extend and apply the 
skills and knowledge they have developed 
during the Course. These will be assessed 
through a combination of a design assignment 
and a question paper, each worth 50% of their 
final grade. 
 
Homework 
 
There will be ongoing and frequent written 
homework amounting to up to two hours a week. 

Aims 
The Higher Design and Manufacture Course allows learners to explore the multi-faceted world 
of product design and manufacturing. Creativity is at the heart of this Course and its 
combination with technology makes it exciting and dynamic. 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop: 

• skills in design and in refining design proposals; 

• practical skills in the planning and development of models and prototypes; 

• skills in evaluation and research; 

• knowledge and understanding of manufacturing processes and materials; 

• an understanding of the impact of design and manufacturing technologies on our 
environment and society. 
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Design and Manufacture 

Mr S Spellacy 
Level – National 5 

Preferred Entry Qualifications – S3 Design and Manufacture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content & Skills 
 
Design and Manufacture: Design (National 5)  
This Unit covers the product design process from 
brief to resolved design proposals, including 
specification. It helps learners develop skills in 
initiating, developing, articulating and 
communicating design proposals. It allows them 
to develop an appreciation of the 
design/make/test process and the importance of 
evaluating and resolving design proposals on an 
ongoing basis. It allows them to develop an 
appreciation of design concepts and the various 
factors that influence the design of products.  
 
Design and Manufacture: Materials and Manufacturing (National 5)  
This Unit covers the product design process from design proposals to prototype or product. It helps 
learners to ‘close the design loop’ by manufacturing their design ideas. It allows learners to develop 
practical skills that are invaluable in the design/make/test process. It helps them gain an appreciation 
of the properties and uses of materials as well as a range of manufacturing processes and techniques. 
It allows them to evaluate, refine and resolve design and manufacturing solutions.  
 
Assessment 
 
The learner will draw on, extend and apply the skills and knowledge they have developed during the 
Course. These will be assessed through a combination of an assignment and a question paper. 
 
Homework 
 
There will be ongoing and frequent written homework amounting to up to one hour a week. 

Aims 
This course is of broad general benefit to all learners. It also provides a foundation for those 
considering further study, or a career, in design, manufacturing, engineering, science, 
marketing, and related disciplines. The Course provides a complementary practical experience 
for those studying subjects in the technologies and expressive arts.  
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop:  
 

• skills in design and manufacturing models, prototypes and products  

• knowledge and understanding of manufacturing processes and materials  

• an understanding of the impact of design and manufacturing technologies on our 
environment and society  
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Practical Woodworking   

Mr S Spellacy 
Level – National 5                          

Preferred Entry Qualifications - S3 Practical Woodworking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Structure: 

The N5 Practical Woodworking course provides hands-on experience in woodworking techniques 
and safety. The course includes three main units: 

1. Flat-Frame Construction: Covers tools, materials, and techniques for creating flat-frame 
wooden structures. 

2. Carcase Construction: Focuses on joints, assembly, and finishing of carcase-style 
woodworking projects. 

3. Machining and Finishing: Teaches the use of machinery and finishing techniques for high-
quality wooden products. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Practical tasks and written tests to evaluate skills and knowledge. 
• Practical Activity: Students complete a final project that demonstrates their woodworking 

skills and knowledge of safety practices. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Manual Dexterity: Developing fine motor skills for precise woodworking. 
• Planning: Preparing and executing woodworking projects effectively. 
• Problem-Solving: Addressing challenges in construction and finishing processes. 
• Safety Awareness: Applying health and safety standards in practical work. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Provides practical skills for personal and career 
development. 

• Article 29: Goals of education — Encourages craftsmanship and attention to detail. 

 

Aims 
The Course is practical, exploratory and experiential in nature. It combines elements of 
technique and standard practice with elements of creativity. 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop:  

• skills in woodworking techniques;  

• skills in measuring and marking out timber sections and sheet materials; 

• safe working practices in workshop environments;  

• practical creativity and problem-solving skills;  

• an understanding of sustainability issues in a practical woodworking context.  
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Rural Skills 
 
Teachers: Mrs Drife and Mr Colquhoun 
Level 4 & 5 
 
Content: 
 
Led through a practical, skills-based approach, this National Progression Award gives 
students an introduction to rural skills and land-based industries. The course allows students 
to develop practical abilities, problem-solving skills and an understanding of working in 
outdoor and rural environments. The main aims of the course are to develop vocational 
skills linked to rural industries and to build confidence in practical, real-world contexts. 
 
Skills: 
 
• To develop practical vocational skills related to rural and land-based industries. 
• To work safely and responsibly in outdoor and practical settings. 
• To develop teamwork, communication and problem-solving skills through practical tasks. 
• To develop planning, organisational and evaluative skills. 
• To gain an understanding of employment opportunities and current developments within 
the rural sector. 
 
Opportunities for Learners: 
 
Students will engage in a range of practical activities linked to rural skills, which may include 
land use, sustainability, environmental awareness and basic practical techniques. Learning 
will be hands-on, with opportunities to work collaboratively and apply skills in realistic 
contexts. 
 
Assessment: 
 
Students maintain a record of progress and evidence of completion of units to complete the 
course. 
Progression: 
Whilst a stand-alone course, students may wish to progress to further vocational 
qualifications, National 5 courses where appropriate, or further education and training 
linked to rural or land-based industries. 
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Health Sector 

Mr J Page 
NPA – Level 5 

 
Course Structure: 

The Level 5 Health Sector NPA is designed to provide students with the foundational knowledge and 
practical skills required for careers in the health and social care sector. The course is comprised of 
five mandatory units: 

1. Working in the Health Sector: Introduces the roles, responsibilities, and career pathways 
within the health sector. 

2. Life Sciences Industry and the Health Sector: Explores the contribution of life sciences to 
health care, including diagnostics and treatments. 

3. Anatomy and Physiology for Care: Covers the structure and function of human body 
systems and their relevance to health care. 

4. Health Sector: Roles and Responsibilities: Focuses on teamwork, communication, and the 
responsibilities of health care professionals. 

5. Practical Skills for Working in the Health Sector: Develops hands-on skills, including 
infection control, patient care, and health and safety practices. 

Assessment: 

• Internal Assessments: Each unit includes assessments such as written tasks, projects, and 
practical activities. 

• Practical Application: Students demonstrate competency in health sector skills through 
supervised practical tasks. 

• Portfolio Development: A collection of evidence documenting learning and practical 
experiences. 

Metaskills Developed: 

• Collaboration: Working effectively as part of a team in health care settings. 
• Empathy: Developing a person-centered approach to care. 
• Problem-Solving: Addressing health sector challenges with practical solutions. 
• Communication: Enhancing skills to interact with patients and colleagues effectively. 
• Adaptability: Responding to the dynamic nature of health care environments. 

UNCRC Links: 

• Article 28: Right to education — Provides access to vocational education that supports 
career development in health care. 

• Article 29: Goals of education — Encourages the development of skills and attitudes to 
support the well-being of individuals and communities. 

• Article 24: Health and health services — Promotes understanding of the importance of 
health and well-being in society. 
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Humanities Faculty  
Head of Faculty – Mr J Armstrong 

 
History 
Miss S Allison  
Level - Higher                          

Preferred Entry Qualifications:  A or B pass at National 5 level in any Social Subject. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content and Skills 
The course is divided into 3 units:  
 
1  Later Modern History - Britain 1851 – 1951. A study of the development of the United

 Kingdom into a modern democracy and the development of the role of the state in the welfare 
of its citizens, illustrating the themes of authority, ideology and rights.  

2 The Growth of Nationalism Germany 1815-1939.  A study of the growth of nationalism in
 nineteenth century Germany leading to the overcoming of obstacles to unification of the nation
 by 1871, and the development of extreme nationalism after 1918, illustrating the themes of 
nationalism, authority and conflict.  

3  Migration and Empire, 1830 – 1939.  A study of population movement and social and
 economic change in Scotland and abroad between 1830 and 1939, illustrating the themes of 
empire, migration and identity 

 
Assessment 

 
To pass Higher History the students must pass an external exam worth 80 marks. Also students will 
complete an assignment worth 30 marks on an issue of their choice.  This issue must be drawn from 
a topic covered in one of the 3 units.  The assignment will be written up under exam conditions (90 
minutes), using a plan. 
 
Homework 

 
Homework is a vital part of the course.  Students will be asked to complete tasks including: note 
taking; background reading; essay writing; learning facts; preparing for tutorials; and source handling 
exercises.  They will be required to have an organised revision programme for the various internal 
assessments and the external examinations. 
 
 

 
 

Aims 
The Higher course in History aims to encourage students to: 

• acquire breadth and depth in Knowledge and Understanding of historical themes; 

• develop skills of explaining developments and events; 

• evaluate sources; 

• draw conclusions. 
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History 
Miss S Allison   
Level – National 4/5                          
 
This Faculty will offer a History or a Modern Studies Course at this level depending on which 
subject has the greatest uptake.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content and Skills 
 
Unit 1 option 1: Historical Study: Scottish. Immigrants and Exiles: Scotland, 1830s–1951.  
A study of the main immigrant groups and the impact they made on Scottish society. Pupils will also 
study the main reasons why many Scots felt the need to emigrate to parts of the British Empire and 
the impact on the countries they settled in. 
 
Unit 2: Historical Study: British.  Changing Britain 1760-1900  
A study of the reasons for and impact of industrialisation on life in Britain. It will focus on the social, 
economic and political developments which transformed life across Britain in the late eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries. 
 
Unit 3: Historical Study:  European and World.  
Hitler and Nazi Germany 1919-1939. During this course pupils will study the creation and disposal of 
the Weimar Republic. Pupils will then study the rise of Hitler and the Nazis and study in depth their 
social and economic control of Germany 
 
 
Assessment 
 
National 4  
To achieve the National 4 History Course learners must pass all of the 3 units listed above  
the course Added Value Unit which is a personal study drawn from Scottish, British or European and 
world contexts. They will research their chosen topic and communicate their findings.  
 
National 5  
 
Component 1: Question paper 80 marks Time – one hour 45 minutes.  
 
Component 2: Assignment 20 marks (Time up to one hour) The assignment is a written report within 
one hour, under exam conditions, on research carried out by the pupil on a selected historical 
question. 

  

Aims 
The purpose of History is to provide learners with insights into their own lives and the society 
in which they live. By examining the past, they discover their heritage as members of a 
community, a country and the wider world. History provides learners with both a perspective 
on, and an understanding of, the forces which have shaped their own society and societies in 
other countries.  
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Modern Studies 
Mr J Armstrong & Mr M Pirie   
Level - Advanced Higher       
Preferred Entry Qualifications:    
A or B pass at Higher Modern Studies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content and Skills 
 
The course is made up of 2 mandatory units, one of 80 hours and one of 40 hours. 
Political and Social Issues (AH)   80 hours 
Practical Research (AH)    40 hours 
 
Within the Political and Social issues unit, students will study    
Law and Order and Research Methods  2 credits (80 hours) 
 
Important skills are developed and enhanced through the study of Advanced Higher Modern Studies.  
These skills include: 

• Organising and analysing complex data. 

• Adopting a structured approach to research of a contemporary topic. 

• Constructing and sustaining lines of argument which reflect the complexity of the issues they 
address. 

• Presenting conclusions in a clear way, while reflecting the complexity of the topic under 
consideration. 

• Critical analysis of political and social science research, including evaluating evidence and 
detecting and explaining a lack of objectivity. 

• Participating in debate and discussion, through which attitudes of open-mindedness and 
tolerance are fostered. 

 
Assessment  
 
To pass Advanced Higher Modern Studies, students will sit an external exam worth 90 marks   
Students also have to complete a dissertation worth 50 marks.  
 
Homework 
 
Homework is a vital part of the course.  Students will be asked to complete a number of tasks 
including: background reading; note taking; collecting information from a variety of sources 
(including the internet); essay writing; learning facts; reading quality newspapers and watching 
specific TV programmes.  They will require to have an organised revision programme for the various 
internal assessments and the external examinations.

Aims 
Advanced Higher Modern Studies is concerned with developing the student's knowledge and 
understanding, evaluative and investigative skills in relation to Modern Studies topics.  
Students will have the opportunity to undertake a study of issues concerning Law and Order. 
Students undertaking Advanced Higher Modern Studies should develop an understanding of 
the importance of sound evidence, both qualitative and quantitative, gathered in a disciplined 
and ordered way, as the basis of their work.  They will also assess critically a variety of political 
and social science research methods, and they will carry out independent research to develop 
their investigative skills (planning, researching, analysing and presenting).  
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Modern Studies 
Mr J Armstrong & Mr M Pirie  
Level - Higher                
Preferred Entry Qualification:  A or B at National 5 level in any Social Subject. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content and Skills 
 
Modern Studies is the social, political and economic study of local, national and international issues.  
Students will examine units on the Politics of Development, Social Inequality in the UK and Politics in 
the U.K.  Students will also develop and enhance skills including: 

• Handling and analysing complex data. 

• Constructing and sustaining lines of argument. 

• Evaluating evidence, detecting bias and drawing and presenting conclusions in a balanced way. 

• Participating in debate and discussion through which attitudes of open-mindedness and 
tolerance are fostered. 

 
Assessment 
 
To pass Higher Modern Studies, the students must pass an external final examination worth 80 
marks. They must also complete an assignment worth 30 marks. 
 
Homework 
 
Homework is a vital part of the course.  Students will be asked to complete a number of tasks 
including: background reading; note taking; collecting information from a variety of sources 
(including the internet); essay writing; learning facts; reading quality newspapers and watching 
specific TV programmes.  They will require to have an organised revision programme for the various 
internal assessments and the external examinations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aims 
The Higher course in Modern Studies aims to: 

• develop an understanding of the political and social processes operating in the 
contemporary world 

• develop the skills of communicating, creative thinking and critical evaluation of the media 
and use of information technology 

• encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning 
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Modern Studies 
Mr J Armstrong & Mr M Pirie  
Level – National 4/5                
 
This Faculty will offer a Modern Studies or History Course at this level depending on which subject 
has the greatest uptake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content and Skills 
 
Unit 1: Democracy in Scotland and Britain. This unit will focus on the UK political system and will 
examine the role of the UK Parliament  
Unit 2: Social Issues in Britain – Health and Wealth. This unit will focus on the Welfare system in 
Scotland. Topics include the impact of health and wealth inequalities on society and how the state 
tackles these issues.  
Unit 3: International Issues. Pupils will study topics on either a socio/economic and political study of 
a major world power or an international issue. Terrorism and its impact will be a feature of this 
course. 
 
Assessment 
 
National 4  
To achieve the National 4 Modern Studies course learners must pass the 3 units listed above and the 
course Added Value Unit in which pupils will choose an issue for personal study drawn from modern 
studies contexts. They will research their chosen issue and present their findings.  
 
National 5  
To achieve the National 5 Modern Studies Course learners must pass an external exam. 
 
Component 1: Question paper 80 marks Time – one hour 45 minutes.  
 
Component 2 — assignment 20 marks (Time up to one hour) The assignment is a written report 
within one hour, under exam conditions, on research carried out by the pupil on a selected modern 
studies topic or issue.  
 
 
 
 

  

Aims 
Modern Studies develops in learners a greater understanding of the contemporary world and 
their place within it.  
The purpose of Modern Studies is to develop a learner’s knowledge and understanding of 
current political and social issues in local, Scottish, UK and international contexts. Learners will 
develop an awareness of the social and political issues they will meet in their lives.  
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Politics 
Mr M Pirie 
Level - Higher                          

Preferred Entry Qualifications:  A or B at National 5 level in any Social Subject. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content and Skills 

 
The course is divided into 3 units:  
1  Political Theory   
2  Political Systems 
3  Political Parties and Elections 
 
The course content builds knowledge and understanding of:  political concepts, models and theories 
and the ability to relate these to past and current structures, institutions and practice; the work of 
major political theorists ; how people participate in the political process and elections in different 
contemporary contexts ; skills needed to interpret, analyse and evaluate political sources and 
election data ; the ability to select, organise and distinguish evidence from opinion ; the ability to 
construct arguments and explanations which lead to informed and reasoned conclusions ; the ability 
to communicate arguments and explanations clearly and accurately, using appropriate vocabulary. 
 
Assessment 

 
To pass Higher Politics the students must pass an external assessment. Pupils will also be expected 
to complete an assignment of their own choice.  
 
Homework 
Homework is a vital part of the course.  Students will be asked to complete tasks including: note 
taking; background reading; essay writing; learning facts; preparing for tutorials; and source handling 
exercises.  They will be required to have an organised revision programme for the various internal 
assessments and the external examinations. 
 
 

 
  

Aims 
The Higher course in Politics aims to encourage students to: 
 

• Develop the knowledge, concepts, skills and critical awareness needed to understand 
political events and issues.  

 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the structures of governments and political 
representation in different political contexts, using a variety of theoretical 
perspectives. 

 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of individual rights, duties and citizenship  
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Sociology 
Mr J Armstrong  
Level - Higher                                    

Preferred Entry Qualifications: A or B at National 5 level in any Social Subject. 
 
 
The course consists of three areas of study:  
 
Human society  
 
Candidates develop an understanding of the sociological approach to studying human societies. This 
is achieved by developing and using analytical skills to investigate sociological approaches to 
studying society, the research methods used, and the relationships that exist among individuals, 
groups and institutions, as viewed from different sociological perspectives and theories.  
 
Culture and identity  
 
Candidates develop the ability to use sociological concepts, theories and research to investigate 
features of culture and identity in a changing social world. They consider their own and others’ 
cultural experiences to develop an understanding of cultural identity and diversity.  
 
Social issues  
 
Candidates develop the ability to evaluate and apply sociological theories and to use research 
evidence to develop sociological understanding of contemporary social issues. They develop skills in 
using a range of sources, including research evidence, to justify points of view. 
 
 
Assessment 
To pass Sociology, students must pass an externally assessed examination worth 80 marks. There is 
also an assignment of their own choice worth 30 marks.  
 
 
Homework 
Homework is a vital part of the course, and students would be expected to undertake a variety of 
homework tasks; formally written tasks, learning facts, background reading - to include, where 
appropriate, reading a quality newspaper and watching appropriate specific TV programmes.  It may 
consist of completion items from classwork if appropriate.   It will include both 'short response' and 
extended writing tasks.  Revision at home will be essential and an organised programme of revision 
for internal assessments, prelims and external examinations will be essential. 
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Geography 
Mrs V Allen                         
Level - Higher                                    

Preferred Entry Qualifications: A or B at National 5 level in any Social Subject. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content and Skills 
 
Higher Geography will develop the skills of research, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and presentation 
of ideas in a geographical perspective and using appropriate data.   
The course consists of 4 units:  
1. Physical Environments.  
2. Human Environments.  
3. Global Issues. 
4. Application of Geographical Skills. 

 
The Physical Environment comprises the study of: Atmosphere, Hydrosphere, Lithosphere, 
Biosphere. The Human Environment consists of; Population, Farming Systems (Rural); Industrial; 
Urban (Towns/Cities).  Global Issues is a study of River Basin Management and Development and 
Health.  Application of Geographical Skills will require pupils to apply their mapping skills in a new 
context. 
 
 
Assessment 
 
To pass Geography, students must pass an externally assessed examination.  There is also an 
assignment of their own choice.  
 
 
Homework 
 
Homework is a vital part of the course, and students would be expected to undertake a variety of 
homework tasks; formally written tasks, learning facts, background reading - to include, where 
appropriate, reading a quality newspaper and watching appropriate specific TV programmes.  It may 
consist of completion items from classwork if appropriate.   It will include both 'short response' and 
extended writing tasks.  Revision at home will be essential and an organised programme of revision 
for internal assessments, prelims and external examinations will be essential. 
 
 
 
 
 

Aims  
Higher Geography aims to: 

• develop a detailed understanding of the contemporary world, using the ideas and skills of 
geographical analysis. 

• create an understanding of the ways in which people interact with their environment. 

• develop a life-long interest and concern for the environment in a geographical perspective. 
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Geography                         
Mrs V Allen 
Level – National 4/5                                  

 

 

 

 

Content and Skills 
 
Unit 1: Physical Environments - the study of a variety of landscape formations within 
Scotland and the British Isles. We will also investigate and explain weather and 
climate patterns in Britain. 
 
Unit 2: Human Environment - Pupils will study urban and rural changes in developed and 
developing worlds. Topics for study will be chosen from housing, shopping patterns, 
industry, and changes in farming and the countryside. Pupils will investigate the 
impact of population change in more developed and less developed countries. 
 
Unit 3 Global issues - Pupils will study two global issues- Environmental Hazards 
(volcanoes, earthquakes and tropical storms) and human development and climate 
change. 
 
 
Assessment: 
National 4 - To achieve the National 4 Geography Course learners must pass all of the 3 
units listed above and the course Added Value Unit which is a presentation on a chosen 
geographical issue. 
 
National 5 - To achieve the National 5 Geography Course learners must pass an External 
Assessment which consists of:- 
Component 1: Question paper 80 marks. Time – 2 hours 15 minutes. 
Component 2: Assignment 20 marks. (Time up to one hour) 
 
The assignment is a written report completed within one hour, under exam conditions, of 
research carried out by the pupil on a geographical issue. 
Total marks 100 marks 
 
  

Aims  
National 4/5 Geography aims to: 
grow awareness of the impact of human activity upon the environment, the study of 
Geography fosters positive life-long attitudes of environmental stewardship, sustainability and 
global citizenship. This qualification will furnish learners with the knowledge and skills to 
enable them to contribute effectively to their local community and wider society. 
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Art and Design        
Mrs K McGuchan & Mrs R Martin 
Level - Higher                   

Preferred Entry Qualification:  The candidate should have achieved National 5 Level. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content and Skills 
 
The course recognises students' personal interests and experiences and includes content which 
reflects the following themes: 
(a) the environment (human, manufactured, natural); 
(b) communication and the mass media; 
(c) cultural, social and historical factors and influences. 
 
Higher Art and Design provides opportunities for students to express personal ideas and feelings 
through Expressive Activity, solve visual and functional problems in Design Activity and develop an 
appreciation of the visual arts and design through Art and Design Studies. 
 
Assessment 
 
The folio produced during the Session will provide evidence for the course review and will account 
for 200 of the 260 marks.  There will also be a written exam on Art and Design Studies for 60 of the 
260 marks. 
 
Homework 
 
Candidates are expected to take a broad range of out of school initiatives related to investigation, 
research and development of the course work. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Aims 
The principal aims of the course are to: 
(a) develop awareness, knowledge and understanding of the visual arts and design; 
(b) develop and apply skills of creative thought and action;  
(c) develop skills to apply and exploit the potential of a range of practical visual media. 
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Art and Design        
Mrs K McGuchan & Mrs R Martin 
Level – National 4/5                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content and Skills 
 
Art and Design: Expressive Activity 
This unit helps learners to develop an understanding of the factors that influence and inspire artists’ 
work. They will also consider how artists use art materials, techniques and /or technology in their 
work. Learners will research and develop their personal thoughts and ideas in 2D and /or 3D formats 
in response to given stimuli. They will provide observational drawings and studies and develop their 
expressive ideas and compositions by experimenting with and using art materials, techniques and or 
/ technology in creative and expressive ways. 
 
Art and Design: Design Activity 
This Unit helps learners to plan, research and develop creative design ideas in response to a given 
brief. Learners will develop their creativity and problem-solving skills as they consider the design 
opportunities, issues and constraints of the brief. They will develop their understanding of designers’ 
working practices and the factors that inspire and influence their work. They will also experiment 
with and develop media handling skills when producing their design ideas in 2D and/or 3D formats. 
 
 
Assessment 
 
To achieve a course award at National 4, pupils will be required to pass internally assessed units 
including a practical activity. 
 
To achieve a pass at National 5 they will be required to produce a portfolio and pass an external exam. 
 

• Portfolio worth 200 marks 

• 1 hour externally examined Question Paper worth 50 marks 

 

 
 
  

Aims  
The purpose of the course is to provide a broad practical experience of art and design and 
related critical activity.  
Pupils will analyse the factors influencing artists and designers work and practice. They will use 
this understanding when developing and producing their own creative and personal expressive 
and design work.  
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Creative Industries  
Mrs K McGuchan & Mrs R Martin 
Level 4 & 5 
 
Content: 
 
Led by the Art and Design Department, this Group Award gives students a greater understanding of 
the Creative Industries whilst giving students the opportunity to plan, undertake and evaluate 
creative tasks or events. The main aims of this course are to develop vocational skills for the creative 
industries and further understand creative planning, process and evaluation. 
 
Skills: 
 
• To develop specialist vocational skills for the creative industries to plan, process and evaluate. 
• To work collaboratively with others and be able to link with different disciplines within a wider 
project. 
• To develop critical thinking capacity and reflective evaluation processes within the creative 
industries’ sector 
• To develop creative processes and visual language. 
• To provide candidates with an understanding of current developments within the creative 
industries. 
 
Opportunities for Learners 
 
Whilst the course aims to look at the wider Creative Industries, there is a focus on visual creative 
industries via input from Art and Design. Students will be involved in the planning, process and 
evaluation of a task, working collaboratively in different roles. 
 
Assessment 
 
Students maintain a record of progress and evidence of completion of units to complete the course. 
Progression 
Whilst a stand-alone course, Students may wish to progress to a National 5 within a creative subject 
(such as Art and Design) or further education. 
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Health and Food Technology 
Mrs K Kirk 
Level - National 5 

 

 

 

 

 

The Course has six broad and inter-related aims which allow learners to: 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the relationships between health, food and 
nutrition. 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties of food. 

• Make informed food and consumer choices. 

• Develop the skills to apply their knowledge in practical contexts. 

• Develop organisational and technological skills to make food products. 

• Develop and apply safe and hygienic practices in practical food preparation. 
 
Course Content: 
 
The topics studied relate to the main themes of: 

• Food for Health; 

• Food for Product Development; 

• Contemporary Food Issues. 
 

The Course focuses on health and the nutritional properties of food as well as safe, hygienic and 
informed practices in food preparation. It develops learners’ understanding of the importance of a 
balanced diet and healthy lifestyle. It also allows learners to develop the knowledge, understanding 
and skills to become informed food consumers. 
Practical experiential learning and assessment activities allow learners to develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills, as well as confidence, independence and self-awareness. 
 
Assessment 

Courses are regularly assessed internally to monitor progress, assist with the reporting process and 
gather evidence of successful completion of internal units. There will also be a final written 
examination set by SQA. 

Homework: 

Each topic contains a range of homework tasks which are designed to help pupils understanding of 
the course content and to provide practice for examination. Research and revision will be required 
regularly. 

 

Aims  
 
The purpose of this course is to allow learners to develop and apply practical and 
technological skills, knowledge and understanding and to make informed food and consumer 
choices. 

 



109 | P a g e  

 

Health and Food Technology 
Mrs K Kirk 
Level – Higher 

Preferred Entry Qualifications: National 5 Health and Food Technology. 

 

 

 

 

The Course addresses contemporary issues affecting food and nutrition, including ethical and moral 
considerations, sustainability of sources, food production and development, and their effects on 
consumer choices. 
 
The Course has five broad and inter-related aims that enable learners to: 

• Analyse the relationships between health, nutrition and food. 

• Develop and apply understanding and skills related to the functional properties of food. 

• Investigate contemporary issues affecting food and consumer choice. 

• Use research, management and technological skills to plan, make and evaluate food 
products to a range of dietary and lifestyle needs. 

• Prepare food using safe and hygienic practices to meet specific needs 

Course Content: 

The topics studied relate to the main themes of: 

Food for Health; 

For this Unit, learners will provide evidence of their ability to analyse the relationship between 
health, food and nutrition. Learners will also analyse dietary needs for individuals at various stages 
of life and explain current dietary advice. 

Food for Product Development; 

For this Unit, learners will provide evidence of their knowledge and understanding of the functional 
properties of ingredients in food and their use in developing food products. Learners will 
demonstrate an understanding of the stages involved in developing a food product. Through a 
problem-solving approach, learners will produce food products to meet a range of consumer needs. 

Contemporary Food Issues. 

For this Unit, learners will provide evidence of their ability to investigate a range of contemporary 
food issues. They will demonstrate their ability to explain how these issues influence decisions taken 
by consumers when making food choices. 

Aims  
 
The purpose of this Course is to allow learners to develop and apply the knowledge and skills 
of research, analysis and evaluation in order to make, informed food and dietary choices. 
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Assessment 

Courses are regularly assessed internally to monitor progress, assist with the reporting process and 
gather evidence of successful completion of internal units. The learner will be assessed by an 
assignment and a question paper set by the SQA. The assignment will require application of skills, 
knowledge and understanding from across the Units. The assignment will be sufficiently open and 
flexible to allow for personalisation and choice. 

The question paper will require integration of knowledge and understanding from across the Units. 

Homework: 

Each topic contains a range of homework tasks which are designed to help pupils understanding of 
the course content and to provide practice for examination. Research and revision will be required 
regularly. 
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Photography 
Miss K McGuchan 
Level – Higher      

Entry Requirements: National 5 Art and Design Course or Introduction to Photography Course. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content and Skills 
 
Higher Photography consists of two units: 
 
1. Photography: Image Making 
In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge and understanding of camera techniques and controls.  
They will also investigate and analyse the factors which influence photographers and their work.  
They will apply their knowledge of light and image formation when creating photographic images.  
They will use exposure times, composition and framing creatively for photographic effect; organise 
their files and output their photographic images. 
 
2. Photography: Contextual Imagery (Higher) 
In this Unit, learners will explore and experiment with using a variety of photographic techniques, 
technology and processes.  They will use their understanding of the social and cultural interplay 
between photographers and society when developing their own personal, creative approaches to 
photography.  They will plan, produce and present photographic images in different styles and 
genres, before evaluating their own work and their use of imaging techniques. 
 
Assessment 
 
Pupils will complete a Higher Photography Project worth 100 marks and a written exam worth 30 
marks. 

Aims: 
This course is suitable to students who are: 
•  Keen to develop their photographic skills 
•  Creative, enthusiastic and imaginative. 
•  Able to sustain an investigation. 
•  Able to enjoy visits to galleries and location shoots. 
•  Willing to experiment and take risks in their work. 
•  Eager to review their progress and make improvements 
 
The Photography Course suits students who enjoy being practical and creative and 
expressing their own ideas and feelings.  It is important that students have a commitment 
to, and love, of the subject and feel motivated to develop visual skills and express their 
own ideas.  This is achieved by working with department staff through projects with a 
mature and focused work ethic. 
 

 This course is designed to give you the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to 
work in the hospitality industry. You will learn to prepare food, using a range of cookery 
techniques and become familiar with various terms and descriptions used in food 
preparation. 
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NPA Photography 
Miss K McGuchan 

 

 

 

 

What you will learn 

Understanding Photography : This unit involves a research task into a photographer, then a written 
analysis task. 

Photographing People: This unit involves a written or oral planning task, followed by practical 
photography of other people, followed by image selection and a presentation. 

Photographing Places: This unit involves a written or oral planning task, followed by practical 
photography of a place (or places, followed by image selection and a presentation. 

Working with Photographs: This unit involves the organisation of photographic files, written or oral 
evaluation, practical work enhancing your own photographs using Photoshop (or a similar platform) 
and finally a task involving the resizing of your photographic images. 

Assessment 

You will be assessed through both practical, written and project-based assignments. 

Homework 

You will be expected to take photographs outside of school time for your portfolio. 

Progression Route 

Higher Photography Course. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Overview:  
 
During the course you will learn a range of photography skills, techniques and digital editing 
processes in order to develop your creativity and technical skills. The course also enables you 
to understand photographic work to a more in-depth level, to evaluate your own work and the 
work of others and start your journey in Creative Practice. 
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Early Education and Childcare - National 5 
Mrs K Candlish 

The course is made up of 4 units: 

Required Knowledge 

Child Development 

OUTCOMES 

• Explain the principles of child development from birth to 16 years. 

• Investigate the ways in which the health needs of children from birth to 16 years can be met 
by adults. 

• Investigate health factors that may affect child development from birth to 16 years. 

Play in Early Education and Childcare 

OUTCOMES 

• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the benefits of play experiences for children 
aged 0–12 years. 

• Plan play experiences for children aged 0–12 years. 

• 3 In a real or simulated context, implement planned play experiences for children aged        
0– 12 years. 

• Evaluate planned play experiences for children aged 0–12 years. 

Working in Early Education and Childcare 

OUTCOMES 

• Contribute to a group investigation into provision in the early education and childcare 
sector. 

• Evaluate the skills, qualities and attitudes required to work in the early education and 
childcare sector. 

• Investigate and plan career options in the early education and childcare sector. 

Care of Children 

OUTCOMES 

• Investigate ways in which the needs of children can be met. 

• Plan and carry out demonstration of practical caring skills that would support the needs of 
children. 

• Review the planned demonstration of practical caring skills that would support the needs of 
children 
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Assessment 

Students maintain a record of progress and evidence of completion of units to complete the course. 

Progression 

National 6 Childcare College course 
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Travel and Tourism 
 
Teacher: Mrs Woods 
Level 4 & 5 
 
Content: 
This National Progression Award introduces students to the Travel and Tourism sector, helping them 
understand how the industry operates and the skills required to work within it. The course focuses 
on planning, customer experience and evaluating tourism-related activities. The main aims are to 
develop vocational skills and an understanding of the travel and tourism industry at a local, national 
and international level. 
 
Skills: 
• To develop vocational skills linked to travel and tourism. 
• To understand customer service and the importance of meeting customer needs. 
• To develop planning, organisational and evaluative skills. 
• To work collaboratively with others on tourism-related tasks or projects. 
• To develop knowledge of destinations, tourism services and current trends within the industry. 
 
Opportunities for Learners: 
Students will explore a range of tourism contexts and may plan and evaluate travel or tourism-based 
activities. There will be opportunities for group work, presentations and applied learning linked to 
real-world tourism scenarios. 
 
Assessment: 
Students maintain a record of progress and evidence of completion of units to complete the course. 
 
Progression: 
Whilst a stand-alone course, students may progress to National 5 qualifications, further education 
courses in travel and tourism, or employment and training opportunities within the sector. 
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Foundation Apprenticeship in Hospitality 
 
Teacher: Mrs Hammond 
SCQF Level 5 
 
Content: 
The Foundation Apprenticeship in Hospitality is a work-based learning qualification that allows 
students to develop skills, knowledge and experience relevant to the hospitality industry. Delivered 
in partnership with an external training provider and employers, the course combines practical 
learning with real-world industry experience. The main aims are to develop employability skills and 
prepare students for progression into work, apprenticeships or further study. 
 
Skills: 
• To develop practical and employability skills relevant to the hospitality industry. 
• To understand workplace expectations, health and safety and customer service. 
• To develop communication, teamwork and time-management skills. 
• To gain experience of real working environments. 
• To build confidence and readiness for employment. 
 
Opportunities for Learners: 
Students will spend time learning in school, with a training provider and in real or simulated 
hospitality settings. This provides valuable insight into the industry and helps students build 
experience alongside their other senior phase qualifications. 
 
Assessment: 
Assessment is ongoing and based on practical evidence, workplace activities and completion of 
required units, gathered over the duration of the course. 
 
Progression: 
Students may progress directly into employment, a Modern Apprenticeship, further training in 
hospitality, or related college courses. 
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ASDAN  

Mrs S Orr 

ASDAN (Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network) is an education charity and 
awarding organisation that offers a diverse range of courses designed to develop personal, social, 
and employability skills. These programmes are particularly beneficial for young people who may not 
thrive within traditional curricular offerings, providing alternative pathways to achieve meaningful 
qualifications. 

Who Is ASDAN For? 

ASDAN courses are tailored for learners with diverse needs, including those who: 

• Require an alternative to conventional academic routes. 

• Have special educational needs or disabilities (SEND). 

• Are at risk of disengaging from education. 

These courses focus on practical, accessible learning, enabling young people to build confidence, 
resilience, and essential life skills. 

Course Structure and Content 

ASDAN provides both accredited qualifications and activity-based programmes. The courses are 
flexible and portfolio-based, allowing learners to progress at their own pace. Subjects span various 
areas, including: 

• Personal and Social Development 

• Employability Skills 

• Independent Living 

• Vocational Tasters 

Each course is designed to be engaging and relevant, helping learners apply their skills in real-world 
contexts. 

Assessment and Accreditation 

Assessment is primarily portfolio-based, enabling learners to showcase their achievements through 
collected evidence of their work. Upon successful completion, students receive nationally recognised 
qualifications, which can enhance their prospects for further education, training, or employment. 

Integration into Option Choices 

During option choice discussions, educators will assess each young person's individual needs and 
learning styles. For those who may benefit from a non-traditional approach, ASDAN courses will be 
recommended as a viable alternative to standard curricular subjects. This personalised guidance 
ensures that every learner has the opportunity to succeed in a way that aligns with their strengths 
and future aspirations. 

For more information about ASDAN and its offerings, please visit their official website: 
https://www.asdan.org.uk/ 

https://www.asdan.org.uk/
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Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services  
(Children and Young People)  
College delivery 

The Foundation Apprenticeship (FA) in Social Services (Children and Young People) at SCQF Level 6 
offers senior-phase learners the opportunity to gain valuable work experience and industry-
recognised qualifications while still at school. This programme is designed to equip young people 
with the skills and knowledge necessary for a career in children's social services. 

Who Is It For? 

This apprenticeship is ideal for pupils in S5 and S6 who have an interest in pursuing a career in social 
services, particularly those who wish to work with children and young people. It provides an 
alternative pathway for learners who prefer practical, work-based learning over traditional academic 
routes. 

Course Structure and Content 

The FA combines classroom-based learning with hands-on experience in a real work environment. 
The programme typically spans two years, though some models offer completion within a single 
academic year. Key components include: 

• National Progression Award (NPA) in Social Services (Children and Young People): Covers 

essential topics such as safeguarding, communication, and the development of children and 

young people. 

• Work-Based Learning Units: Learners undertake practical tasks in a professional setting, 

allowing them to develop competencies required in the social services sector. 

Assessment and Accreditation 

Assessment is conducted through a combination of coursework and evidence gathered from 
workplace activities. Upon successful completion, participants receive a Foundation Apprenticeship 
certificate, which includes units from the Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) in Social Services 
(Children and Young People) at SCQF Level 6. 

Progression Opportunities 

Completing this apprenticeship opens various pathways, including: 

• Modern Apprenticeship: Progress to a full Modern Apprenticeship in Social Services 

(Children and Young People), with advanced standing due to completed units. 

• Further Education: Pursue higher national qualifications in related fields. 

• Higher Education: Gain entry into undergraduate programmes in social work, childhood 

practice, or related disciplines. 

• Employment: Enter the workforce directly in roles such as support worker or childcare 

practitioner. 

For more detailed information, please refer to the Foundation Apprenticeship Framework 
Specification. 

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/m50bkchc/foundation-apprenticeship-framework-specification-social-services-children-and-young-people-at-scqf-level-6.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/m50bkchc/foundation-apprenticeship-framework-specification-social-services-children-and-young-people-at-scqf-level-6.pdf
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Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services and 
Healthcare  
College delivery 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship (FA) in Social Services and Healthcare at SCQF Level 6 offers senior-
phase learners the opportunity to gain valuable work experience and industry-recognised 
qualifications while still at school. This programme is designed to equip young people with the skills 
and knowledge necessary for a career in the health and social care sector. 

Who Is It For? 

This apprenticeship is ideal for pupils in S5 and S6 who have an interest in pursuing a career in social 
services and healthcare. It provides an alternative pathway for learners who prefer practical, work-
based learning over traditional academic routes. 

Course Structure and Content 

The FA combines classroom-based learning with hands-on experience in a real work environment. 
The programme typically spans one to two years, depending on the delivery model. Key components 
include: 

• National Progression Award (NPA) in Social Services and Healthcare: This covers essential 

topics such as safeguarding, communication, and the development of individuals. 

• Work-Based Learning Units: Learners undertake practical tasks in a professional setting, 

allowing them to develop competencies required in the social services and healthcare 

sector. 

Assessment and Accreditation 

Assessment is conducted through a combination of coursework and evidence gathered from 
workplace activities. Upon successful completion, participants receive a Foundation Apprenticeship 
certificate, which includes units from the Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) in Social Services 
and Healthcare at SCQF Level 6. 

Progression Opportunities 

Completing this apprenticeship opens various pathways, including: 

• Modern Apprenticeship: Progress to a full Modern Apprenticeship in Social Services and 

Healthcare, with advanced standing due to completed units. 

• Further Education: Pursue higher national qualifications in related fields. 

• Higher Education: Gain entry into undergraduate programmes in nursing, social work, or 

related disciplines. 

• Employment: Enter the workforce directly in roles such as healthcare support worker or care 

assistant. 

For more detailed information, please refer to the Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services and 
Healthcare Learning Provider Guide. 

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/fmhpelub/foundation-apprenticeship-in-healthcare-a-guide-for-employers.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/fmhpelub/foundation-apprenticeship-in-healthcare-a-guide-for-employers.pdf
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Foundation Apprenticeship in Creative and Digital Media 

College delivery (online) 

The Foundation Apprenticeship (FA) in Creative and Digital Media at SCQF Level 6 offers senior-
phase learners the opportunity to gain valuable work experience and industry-recognised 
qualifications while still at school. This programme is designed to equip young people with the skills 
and knowledge necessary for a career in the creative industries. 

Who Is It For? 

This apprenticeship is ideal for pupils in S5 and S6 who have an interest in pursuing a career in 
creative and digital media. It provides an alternative pathway for learners who prefer practical, 
work-based learning over traditional academic routes. 

Course Structure and Content 

The FA combines classroom-based learning with hands-on experience in a real work environment. 
The programme typically spans one to two years, depending on the delivery model. Key components 
include: 

• National Progression Award (NPA) in Creative and Digital Media: This covers essential 

topics such as understanding a creative brief, storytelling, and media technologies. 

• Work-Based Learning Units: Learners undertake practical tasks in a professional setting, 

allowing them to develop competencies required in the creative and digital media sector. 

Assessment and Accreditation 

Assessment is conducted through a combination of coursework and evidence gathered from 
workplace activities. Upon successful completion, participants receive a Foundation Apprenticeship 
certificate, which includes units from the Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) in Creative and 
Digital Media at SCQF Level 6. 

Progression Opportunities 

Completing this apprenticeship opens various pathways, including: 

• Modern Apprenticeship: Progress to a full Modern Apprenticeship in Creative and Digital 

Media, with advanced standing due to completed units. 

• Further Education: Pursue higher national qualifications in related fields. 

• Higher Education: Gain entry into undergraduate programmes in media, communications, or 

related disciplines. 

• Employment: Enter the workforce directly in roles such as digital content creator, media 

production assistant, or other creative positions. 

For more detailed information, please refer to the Foundation Apprenticeships in Creative and 
Digital Media: A Guide for Employers. 

 

 

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/z3ehjqxj/foundation-apprenticeships-in-creative-and-digital-media-a-guide-for-employers.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/z3ehjqxj/foundation-apprenticeships-in-creative-and-digital-media-a-guide-for-employers.pdf
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Foundation Apprenticeship in Construction 
 
Teacher: TBC (This course is delivered in person at Langholm on Wednesday afternoons.) 
SCQF Level 5 
 
Content: 
The Foundation Apprenticeship in Construction is a practical, work-based qualification 
designed to introduce students to the construction industry. Delivered in partnership with 
an external provider and employers, the course focuses on developing industry-relevant 
skills, knowledge and experience. The main aims are to build practical skills and prepare 
students for future employment or further training in construction. 
 
 
Skills: 
• To develop practical and vocational skills relevant to the construction industry. 
• To understand health and safety requirements in construction settings. 
• To develop teamwork, communication and problem-solving skills. 
• To gain experience of real or simulated construction environments. 
• To build employability skills and confidence for the workplace. 
 
Opportunities for Learners: 
Students will engage in practical learning and work-based experiences that reflect real 
construction contexts. Delivery at Langholm provides learners with access to specialist 
facilities and an authentic learning environment. 
 
Assessment: 
Assessment is continuous and based on practical evidence, skills demonstration and 
completion of course units. 
 
Progression: 
Students may progress into employment, a Modern Apprenticeship, further construction-
related training, or college courses within the construction and built environment sector. 
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Foundation Apprenticeship in Business Skills  
 Mr C Yuill and college delivery (online) + work experience 

The Foundation Apprenticeship (FA) in Business Skills at SCQF Level 6 offers senior-phase learners 
opportunity to gain practical work experience and industry-recognised qualifications while still at 
school. This programme is designed to equip young people with essential skills and knowledge 
required for a career in various business sectors. 

Who Is It For? 

This apprenticeship is available to pupils in S5 and S6 who are studying both Higher Administration 
and IT and Higher Business Studies. It provides an additional qualification that complements their 
studies, enhancing their employability and further education opportunities. 

Course Structure and Content 

The FA combines classroom-based learning with hands-on experience in a real work environment. 
The programme typically spans one to two years, depending on the delivery model. Key components 
include: 

• National Progression Award (NPA) in Business Skills: Covers essential topics such as 

Understanding Business, Management of People and Finance, and IT applications like word 

processing, spreadsheets, and databases. 

• Contemporary Business Issues Unit: Learners explore current trends and challenges in the 

business world. 

• SVQ Units in Business and Administration: Practical units focused on planning, managing 

performance, communication, and supporting business environments. 

• Work Placement Unit: Real-world experience through a structured work placement with a 

local employer. 

Assessment and Accreditation 

Assessment is conducted through a combination of coursework and evidence gathered from 
workplace activities. Upon successful completion, participants receive a Foundation Apprenticeship 
certificate, which includes components of the SVQ in Business and Administration at SCQF Level 6. 

Progression Opportunities 

Completing this apprenticeship opens various pathways, including: 

• Modern Apprenticeship: Progress to a full Modern Apprenticeship in Business 

Administration, with advanced standing due to completed units. 

• Further Education: Pursue higher national qualifications in related fields such as HNC/HND 

in Business or Administration and IT. 

• Higher Education: Gain entry into undergraduate programmes in business management, 

finance, or related disciplines. 

• Employment: Enter the workforce directly in roles such as administrative assistant, project 

coordinator, or management trainee.                                                                

For more detailed information, Foundation Apprenticeship in Business Skills. 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/foundation-apprenticeships/business-skills/individual/
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Enhancing Learning with Digital and Online Opportunities  
 

  
Moffat Academy’s E-Learning Offer  
 
At Moffat Academy, we are committed to providing high-quality learning opportunities that go 
beyond the traditional classroom. Through a combination of regional and national digital education 
initiatives, we can offer students access to additional online courses and digital learning experiences 
that supplement what is available in school.  
  
What Is Available?  
 
Our e-learning offer provides students with access to:  
 
Online Courses for S5 & S6 Learners  
 
Through Dumfries & Galloway Schools Connect, eligible S5 and S6 students can enroll in interactive 
live online lessons led by qualified teachers through SW Connects and DG Connects. These courses 
allow students to:  

• Study subjects not currently available at Moffat Academy.  
• Learn in an engaging, real-time environment with other students.  
• Gain recognised SQA qualifications with full support from Moffat Academy.  

Further information on what is available for the 26-27 session and how to apply can be found at:  
 
DG Connects  
 
The courses running during the 26/27 academic year are as follows:  
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Full information on the 2026/27 prospectus, student requirements, courses offered and how to 
make an application can be found at the links below: 
 
 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/dg/dgschoolsconnect/?page_id=412 - Prospectus 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/dg/dgschoolsconnect/?page_id=27 - FAQs 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKb36cRLjrwxItabq
nOjXGz1UNkQ5TVAwOEdYTEhaSDhIVFJKWE4wUDQyTC4u&route=shorturl - - Application Form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/dg/dgschoolsconnect/?page_id=412
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/dg/dgschoolsconnect/?page_id=27
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKb36cRLjrwxItabqnOjXGz1UNkQ5TVAwOEdYTEhaSDhIVFJKWE4wUDQyTC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKb36cRLjrwxItabqnOjXGz1UNkQ5TVAwOEdYTEhaSDhIVFJKWE4wUDQyTC4u&route=shorturl
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SW Connects  
 
Full information can be found at the hyperlinks below, along with information on the application 
timeline, the timetable and the entry requirements.  
 
@South-West Connects 2026/27 Digital Prospectus  
 

 
  
  
2026/27 Application Form  
 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKWcF6b

VSsANAmvUItgCuaeBUM0NHODBJTlc5QUlZSEs5SENGRjdWRU1KQyQlQCNjPTEu&r

oute=shorturl 
 
  
Timeline: 26/27 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 
Thursday 12th February - Applications Open  
Friday 20th March - Applications Close  
Thursday 26th March - Base School QA of applications begin TBC 
Friday 24th April - Base School QA of applications completed  TBC 
Friday 1st May - Application outcomes emailed to base schools TBC 
Friday 15th May - Application outcome emailed to students TBC 
Monday 2nd June – 2026/27 courses begin  
  
Timetable:  
Please note that the learners must be available to attend both double periods in order to be offered 
a place on the course.  The timing of the additional 45 min period will be Wednesday 1.15-2.00pm 
(Block 1) and Monday 9.00-9.45 am (Block 2).  Pupils are expected to attend this single period, 
although it will be noted in the event that pupils cannot attend due to TT clashes.  
  
Entry Requirements:  
To study an Adv Higher subject, pupils must obtain an 'A' or 'B' pass in that subject at Higher level, as 
well as 3 other Higher passes (A to C) in other subjects in session 2024/25.  
To study a Higher subject, pupils must obtain an 'A' or 'B' pass in a related subject at Nat 5 level and 
be studying at least 3 other Highers (or better) in session 2025/26.   

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/qASElYdfFxBWqIQk
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKWcF6bVSsANAmvUItgCuaeBUM0NHODBJTlc5QUlZSEs5SENGRjdWRU1KQyQlQCNjPTEu&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKWcF6bVSsANAmvUItgCuaeBUM0NHODBJTlc5QUlZSEs5SENGRjdWRU1KQyQlQCNjPTEu&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKWcF6bVSsANAmvUItgCuaeBUM0NHODBJTlc5QUlZSEs5SENGRjdWRU1KQyQlQCNjPTEu&route=shorturl
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E-Sgoil & National Digital Learning  
 
We also work in partnership with National providers such as E-Sgoil and the National e-Learning 
Offer (NELO) to provide free flexible, high-quality learning experiences. This enables students to:  

• Access additional Modern Languages and specialist subjects.  
• Study courses that remove geographical or scheduling barriers.  
• Develop independent learning skills in preparation for further education.  

For more information on what is available, please see the links below:  
E-Sgoil - https://www.e-sgoil.com/nq-courses/  
National e-learning offer - https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/nelo/  
  
How We Support Digital Skills & Online Learning Platforms  
 
To prepare young people for success in a digital world, we provide guidance on using digital tools 
such as Microsoft Teams to support learning. They will also receive help in developing effective 
online study habits, ensuring they can manage their workload and engage productively in virtual 
learning environments. In addition, we offer access to a range of revision materials and resources to 
enhance independent study and reinforce key concepts.  
 
How Does It Work?  
 
Young people participating in online courses must meet entry requirements and gain approval from 
Moffat Academy before enrolling. Lessons are delivered live by a specialist teacher through an online 
platform, where they are expected to engage in real-time. To take part, they will be provided with a 
suitable device equipped with a camera, microphone, and relevant software to support their 
learning. Throughout the process, Moffat Academy remains their base school, providing essential 
oversight, ensuring exam entry, facilitating assessments, and offering ongoing academic support.  
 
What Are the Benefits?  
 
By engaging in online learning, young people gain access to a broader range of subject choices 
beyond what is traditionally offered at Moffat Academy. This flexible approach allows them to 
balance in-school and online study, tailoring their education to their individual interests and career 
aspirations. The e-learning offer also ensures equitable access to education, removing geographical 
or resource-based barriers that might otherwise limit opportunities. Furthermore, this experience 
helps young people develop essential skills for higher education and future employment, fostering 
independent learning, digital literacy, and self-discipline.  
 
Support for Young People & Parents  
 
We recognise that online learning may be a new experience for some young people and their 
families. To ensure a smooth transition, we provide clear guidance on expectations, helping them 
understand how to engage effectively with their courses. Moffat Academy staff offer ongoing 
mentoring and academic support, ensuring that learners feel confident and well-prepared. 
Additionally, there is a dedicated point of contact available for any technical or academic queries, 
ensuring that both young people and parents have access to the assistance they need.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.e-sgoil.com/nq-courses/
https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/nelo/
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Want to Learn More?  
 
If you are interested in exploring the e-learning opportunities available at Moffat Academy, please 
contact the Senior Leadership Team. They will be happy to provide further information and discuss 
the best options for your young person’s education.  
  
Foundation Apprenticeships  
 
Foundation Apprenticeships offer senior-phase pupils in Scotland the opportunity to gain valuable 
work experience and industry-recognised qualifications while still attending school. These 
apprenticeships span 1 to 2 years and are available in up to 15 different sectors, providing an 
equivalent qualification to National 4, National 5, or Higher levels. Participants engage in real-world 
job roles alongside professionals, allowing them to develop practical skills, explore career interests, 
and build confidence. Upon completion, pathways include progression to Modern or Graduate 
Apprenticeships, further education, university, or direct employment. For more information on FA’s, 
visit Apprenticeships.scot. Please speak to a member of SLT for more information about which 
Foundation Apprenticeships are available for the 25/26 academic session.  
 

Dumfries and Galloway College Academy – Senior Phase Offer  
 
Moffat Academy senior-phase learners have the opportunity to enhance their education through the 
Dumfries and Galloway College Academy. This programme allows young people to study a wider 
range of subjects, gain industry-relevant skills, and experience college-style learning while still 
attending school.  
 
Flexible Study Options  
Courses are available in various formats, including:  

• In-person sessions at Dumfries or Stranraer campuses  
• Online learning  
• Hybrid models (a mix of online and in-person teaching)  
•  

Young people considering these options must be aware of the commitment involved in travelling to 
Dumfries during the school day for in-person or hybrid courses. This travel time may impact 
attendance in school-based lessons, and careful planning is required to balance studies effectively.  
The College Academy is an excellent opportunity for young people to expand their learning, develop 
skills for further education and employment, and gain experience in a new learning environment.  
For more details on available courses and application processes, visit the Dumfries and Galloway 
College website: https://www.dumgal.ac.uk/study/college-academy-senior-phase-offer/  
  
  
  
  
  
 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships
https://www.dumgal.ac.uk/study/college-academy-senior-phase-offer/

